“O, Come, All Ye Faithful”

Based on: Lutheran Service Book, 379 and Luke 1:26-28, 31-32; Hebrews 1:3-6; Luke 2:6-15; Hebrews 2:14-15; Philippians 3:18-21
The Nativity of our Lord, Christmas Day
December 25, 2007 ► Tuesday at 10:00
Sermon Theme: Though all are invited, the faithful come, joyfully and triumphantly, to behold and adore their Savior!
Introduction: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” – you have been invited here today, and here you are!  You are people who are full of faith in the Christ of Christmas, gathered here today to behold, adore, and receive your Savior!
Now, before we look more closely at the words of the hymn, here is some background information about the hymn:

· Some critics have called “O Come, All Ye Faithful” “the greatest carol ever written.”

· The hymn “has been translated into more than 150 languages.”

· “It is even one of the few traditional religious carols to land on the record charts, making it to the top ten three times.”
  “…the song remained the most beloved holiday offering until Bing Crosby cut “White Christmas.’”

· This is interesting: Christmas Carolers, church “choirs, going from house to house singing songs of the Christmas season, always sang [even closed with] “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”
  What was the implication?  Here you are in your home, but the “king of angels” has been born; therefore, come, gather in church with us, so together we, all the faithful, may adore Him!
· For over 150 years, the writer of the text and tune remained a mystery; however, in the early 1900’s, “Maurice Frost finally sifted through all the legends and uncovered the song’s real writer, finally granting John Francis Wade [a Roman Catholic priest] the credit he so richly deserved.”

· This hymn, along with many great hymns, came from a time in history of great conflict.  Even in our lives, the Triune God can use the struggle of conflict to mature us into more faithful followers of Jesus, the Christ of Christmas!
1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the king of angels:
Who is invited to come?  All who have faith, trust, confidence, in Jesus as their Savior from sin!
How should all such people come?  Joyfully and triumphantly, because their sins have been forgiven through their union with the Christ of Christmas, who has triumphed over sin, death, and the devil!
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

We come to adore Him!  But what does that mean?  Think about a cute little puppy.  Some may say: He is adorable!  In other words, because of how he looks, I am moved in a special way toward him.  So how does that apply to the “king of angels”?  We are moved to adore Him, honor Him, praise Him, first, because of who He is – God and second, because of what He is – eternal, unchangeable, almighty, holy, just, faithful, good, merciful, gracious, love, and more!
2. Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, A mortal he comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!
Gabriel said to Mary: “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.”
  We confess Him in the Nicene Creed as: “God of God, Light of Light.”  Because God loves us so much, and so desperately wants us to be with Him forever, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
  Even as He was miraculously born of the Virgin Mary!
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God In the highest:

We live here on planet earth, yes, but heaven is our home, our true place of citizenship – never because we have earned it, but only because God has graciously given it to us as a gift – through the Christ of Christmas!  Therefore, we are moved to sing, like the angels, “Glory to God In the highest.”
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given!
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!
Since we were dead in sin, and have now been made alive in Christ, this is truly a “happy morning.”  On this special day, we give glory to the Christ of Christmas!
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Conclusion: God has *connected us to our Savior and *made us faithful in our Christian lives!  Therefore, let us give all adoration, honor, and praise to the Triune God, in all that we think, say and do, both now and forevermore!
And all God’s faithful people said: Amen!

Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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