“What Child Is This”

Based on: Lutheran Service Book 370 and Luke 2:6-20; Isaiah 53:3-6; Philippians 2:5-8; Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11
The Eve of the Name of Jesus, New Year’s Eve
December 31, 2007 ► Monday at 6:00
Sermon Theme: Having been shown our sin, we rejoice in who the Child is – Christ the king, who has taken away the sin of the world!
Introduction: Regarding the famous hymn, “What Child Is This,” which was written in England in 1865, here is some background information:

· Christmas celebrations in England 150 years ago:
· “Christmas was not the commercial celebration it is today.  Neither was it a season where many openly celebrated the birth of Christ.

· [In fact some] conservative Christian churches [namely, the Puritans] forbade gift-giving, decorating, or even acknowledging the day…[fearing] Christmas would become a day of pagan rituals more than a very serious time of worship.”
 (What is true of Christmas today?)
· The writer:

· William Chatterton Dix was “an insurance man by trade, but a poet at heart…[even] one of England’s greatest poets.”

· Like many great hymns, What Child Is This resulted from a very difficult situation for Dix.  “A near-fatal illness robbed him of his strength and confined the man to bed for many months.  As he lay near death, he often reflected on his faith. … Not long after regaining his strength, an inspired Dix produced some of the greatest hymns ever written by an English layman.”

· The writer’s thoughts: “Dix imagined visitors to the humble manger wondering who the child was that lay before them.  Employing this special perspective, the author wove a story of the child’s birth, life, death, and resurrection.”

· Popularity: The right lyrics with the right melody are very important; therefore, “it wasn’t until an unknown Englishman coupled Dix’s lyrics with the melody ‘Greensleeves’ that the carol became immensely popular” both in England and America.

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Can you imagine the thoughts of Joseph, Mary, and the shepherds?  Each one had been spoken to by an angel about the Child!  But who was that Child?
· The Second Person of the Holy Trinity!

· The One who made Himself as nothing!

· The One who put on the likeness of a human!

· The One who came down so we could go up!
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud [praise], 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

2. Why lies he is such mean estate [low circumstance]
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent word is pleading.

Now, knowing more about who the Child is, those who looked upon Him may have been extremely puzzled:

· He is the greatest, yet His surroundings are the least!
· We would expect Jerusalem, but not Bethlehem!

· We would expect a palace, but not a stable!

Nevertheless, the very Word of God, the Righteous One had indeed put on human flesh to eventually speak to the Father in our defense.
  But not only speak for us!
Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
The cross he borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary! 

In our place, as our substitute, Christ the king willingly received the nails, the spear, the cross, and all, for me, for you; therefore, let us continually trust in and honor the word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary!
3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant [lowest], king [highest], to own him.
The King of kings salvation [from our sins] brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone him.

Those words immediately draw us to the Magi, the wise men who came from afar with valuable gifts.  They came to *see Him, *worship Him, *present to Him, and *enthrone Him in their hearts, over *all they were, *all they had, and *all that was in their future!
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary!

Conclusion: Did you notice the unusual order of the three hymn verses?  Keep this in mind: They are written from the perspective of those who looked upon the Child when He was in the manger:
· Verse one is Christmas Day.
· Verse two is looking ahead to Good Friday.

· Verse three is making this conclusion: Since this Child is Christ the king and will bear the cross for me, for you, it is right and fitting that we, like the Magi, *are drawn to Him in faith, *worship Him with sincerity, *honor Him with our best, and *live under Him as the King over every aspect of our lives!
May the Triune God work those great blessings in our lives, both now and forevermore!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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