“Love is Action!”

God Took Action For Us!
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Based on 1 John 4:9-10 and Other Verses
The Nativity of our Lord
Wednesday, December 24, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: When we were dead in our sins, God took action to make us alive in Christ!  Even today God is inviting and enabling all people to rely on His Son as their Savior!
Introduction: Dear friends, on this Christmas Eve 2008, what is the state of our nation?
· Our economy is in a recession!
· Unemployment and crime are increasing!

· Our soldiers are fighting in other countries!
· The threat of terrorism is growing in our country!
· Evolution is taught as fact in our school systems!

· Abortion is legal during every stage of development!

· Homosexuality is now considered a moral lifestyle! (and)
· Christmas is now a happy holiday (with trees, (with lights, and (with gifts, but without Jesus Christ – who is the real reason for the season!
When we add up (our troubles, (our sins, and (our hollow Christmas celebrations, we could conclude that God has left us and taken His blessings with Him!  But on this Christmas Eve 2008 I have good news for you: God still loves us and wants to bless us both now and forever!  Tonight’s sermon will answer these three questions:
· What is love?

· How did God take action for us?

· What is God’s desire for us?
1. What is Love?  The answer is simple: Love is action – one person taking action on behalf of another!  Let me give you some Bible examples:

a. Jacob was in love with Rachel and said [to her father], “I'll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.” (NIV Genesis 29:18)  He offered to take action because he loved her!
b. Solomon loved the Lord, so the Bible says: “Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the statutes of his father David…”  (NIV 1 Kings 3:3) Solomon’s love showed itself with appropriate action!
c. Jesus said: “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” (NIV John 14:15)  Jesus basically said: It’s simple!  I am the one Savior of the whole world; if you believe me, you will trust in me!  And what is the tangible evidence of our trust in Jesus as our Savior?  We desire to do whatever He commands!
Remember: Love is action!
2. How did God Take Action for Us?  We find the answer in tonight’s epistle reading: “[God] sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.” (9)
a. Those words imply death: The phrase: “that we might live,” indicates that we are dead!  We may not think or feel that way; however, apart from Jesus Christ, it is true – we are dead in our sins! (Ephesians 2:1)
b. Those words imply helplessness: “[God] sent his one and only Son…” God sent Him because we are helpless to overcome our own sins!  Though many think their good deeds will help them enter heaven, the Bible says: “…all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…”  (NIV Isaiah 64:6)  Whether we believe it or not, all people are helpless to save themselves!
c. Those words offer God’s gift of life: Since – apart from Christ – we are dead in our sins, God took action so “that we might live through [his Son].”  In other words, He wants us to live, and He has provided the way for us to live, but will we live?  Those who receive the Son have life, while those who reject Him remain dead in their sins!
3. What is God’s Desire for Us?  
a. To receive His Son and the benefits of His saving work!  Though He was born in the little town of Bethlehem on a silent night, He was born to die outside the city of Jerusalem on a dark, pain-filled Friday afternoon!
b. To receive Jesus as the “atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  What does that mean?  Without Jesus, our sins form a huge barrier between us and God!  However, through faith in Jesus as our Savior, (our sins are covered by His blood, (the huge barrier is removed, and (we are at one with our heavenly Father!
Conclusion: So who are YOU relying upon for heaven on this Christmas Eve 2008?  Yourself or the Christ of Christmas!

Though many in America will celebrate a happy holiday – apart from the Christ of Christmas, let us fully rely upon God’s one and only Son!

· He is the saving truth!
· He is our only source of true joy!

· He is our only Savior both now and forever!
And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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