“Christians Pray, Love, and Serve!”

Based on 1 Peter 4:7-11
12th Sunday after Pentecost / 11th after Trinity
July 31 & August 3, 2008 ► Thursday at 7 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Though we have all sinned and deserve the worst, we have received the best – full forgiveness, membership in God’s forever family, and the promise of heaven – thru Christ!  Therefore, as Christians, may our lives be filled with praying, loving, and serving!
Introduction: What am I describing?
· Hated by the sinful world, but loved by the Triune God!
· Sinful from conception, but sinless in Christ!
· Viewed as a sinner to us, but as a saint to God!
· Living in the world, but a member of God’s kingdom!
· Deserving of hell, but going to heaven!
All people who fit those descriptions are Christians who have not yet been taken home to heaven!  Though the first part of each statement is very negative – because of our sin, the second part is very positive – because of our faith-connection to our Lord Jesus Christ!
Now, as Christians, as we await the return of Christ or physical death (whichever comes first) – thus our transfer into God’s glorious presence – let us occupy our time in praying, loving, and serving!

1. Praying: 
a. “The end of all things is near.” (7a)  That statement sounds all inclusive, but it refers specifically to the bitter end of the ungodly.  Right now, they live among us and benefit from God’s temporal blessings.  However, a day is fast-approaching
 for them when all such blessings will cease and all such people: “will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.” (NIV 1 Peter 4:5)  That day can even cause fear to rise in our hearts – because we still fall into sin; however, as Christians – people who trust in Jesus, who lived and died for their sins, let us be at peace in our souls!
b. [image: image1.wmf]“Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.” (7b)  Right now, what is the status of your mind?  Is it clear, ready to hear and receive God’s Word of blessing; or distracted by the things of the world?  Furthermore, how is your self-control?  Are you being led by the Spirit?  Do you have a daily prayer time and a growing list of petitions?
i. Lenski: “They who pray aright to God, who worship as they should, will gladly do all that is here asked, will be aided and enabled in every way.” (193)
ii. Paul: “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” (NIV Romans 13:12)
iii. It is normal and natural for all Christians to daily listen to God from His Word and daily speak to Him in prayer!
2. Loving: 
a. “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” (8)
i. Above all, but not above all!  Loving other Christians should be very high on the list, but not above praying, worshiping, and growing up as children of God – because those very things equip and enable us to love!  Furthermore, let us remember that worshippers are not spectators; instead, we listen, speak, sing, and pray with faith in Christ – through whom we receive God’s eternal blessings!
ii. [image: image2.png]


But how does love cover a multitude of sins?  Does that mean: If I love enough, then God will forgive me.  By no means!  We are freely forgiven in Christ!  Instead, think about it like this: If I hate someone, I am focused on his negative actions(.  However, if I love other Christians deeply – like a rubber band stretched to the limit, then my love covers their sins and focuses on their needs(!
  Furthermore, “we bear with each other because we know our own failings.” (Lenski, 195) (Philippians 4:2)
b. “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (9)  One expression of love is hospitality.  In this context it is talking about helping other Christians according to their needs of lodging, information, work, food, etc.  As we give such help to blood or marriage relatives, so we are called to do the same for Christian relatives – and without grumbling!
3. Serving: 
a. [image: image3.wmf]“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.” (10)  What does that mean?  Here is Lenski’s explanation: “…not only does every Christian have…some endowment that was graciously [freely] bestowed upon him, but God intends that such an endowment is to be used in service for the members of the church, a service rendered for the sake of service and benefit to others… [This is the idea within a local church, a body of believers:] What one cannot do, another will be able to do.” (197)  Here at Bethlehem, in this area, we have much room for improvement!
b. “If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides… (11a, b)  So in all we say, in all we do – let us proceed with God’s Word and God’s strength!  But why?  “…so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”
Conclusion: “To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (11c)  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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� “Since Christ’s first coming there is nothing more to expect except his second coming to judgment, and this may occur at any time.” (Lenski, 192-193)


� The covered sins are daily sins of weaknesses, not sins which are committed against each other and need to be worked through – according to Matthew 18:15-17.





