“The Lord is Coming!”

Based on 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
27th Sunday after Pentecost / 26th after Trinity
November 15 & 16, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Jesus will definitely return; therefore, let us await His coming (in a proper manner and (with the proper motivation!
Introduction: Dear friends in Jesus Christ, we are living in the last days – the time between Jesus’ first coming and His return!  Furthermore, we are surrounded by reminders of Jesus’ certain return.  The Bible says:
“There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God…” (NIV 2 Timothy 3:1-4)
All such sin should constantly (warn us of the Lord’s coming, (keep us alert and self-controlled, and (cause us to long for God’s final rescue through our Lord Jesus Christ!
Today, on the basis of 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, we will consider (how the Lord will come, (how we should wait for the Lord’s coming, and (what should motivate our faithful waiting!
1. How will the Lord come? (vv. 1-3)
a. Believers: For them the answer is simple; since believers are also students of the Bible, they know “…the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” (2)  Therefore, believers proceed through life in constant readiness for Jesus’ return by living in continual repentance!  What does that mean?  Believers are continually sorry for their sins AND continually clinging to Jesus Christ alone as their Savior! 

b. Non-believers: They are (of the world, (immersed in the things of the world, and (blind to the coming of the Lord.  Therefore, though He is coming, they are not expecting Him and not prepared for Him!  Therefore, “While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” (3)  Though some people may be planning a last second conversion, two problems exist: (Conversion is God’s work (not ours) and (today is the day of salvation (not tomorrow)!
2. How should we wait for the Lord’s coming?  (vv. 4-8) 
a. Believers should wait in this manner: Because of who God has made us to be in Christ – “sons of the light and sons of the day” (5) – we are NOT to be in (spiritual darkness, (spiritual ignorance, or (spiritual sleep, but “alert and self-controlled.” (6)
i. Alert – watchful, prepared – thus ever aware of and ready for the Lord’s coming!

ii. Self-controlled – using our time and energy to receive God’s blessings of faith, love, and hope!
1. Faith – in our Lord Jesus Christ as our only Savior!
2. Love – for God and our neighbor!
3. Hope – for God’s final rescue and eternal safety in His presence!
b. Non-believers tend to wait in this manner: They are spiritually asleep and busy with the temporal things of this world!  Non-believers have no time or desire to (read the Bible, (know the truth, (admit their sin, and (receive the Savior!  Instead, their lives are filled with temporary things – work, television, computer, sports, home, and friends!  Though such things are not wrong in and of themselves, those things have taken the position of priority over the eternal things of God!  For those who continue in such things without repentance, destruction will come – like a thief – and there will be no escape!  That is a call to repent for non-believers, but also a word of warning for Christians – so that they do not shrink back into their former state of unbelief!
3. What should motivate our faithful waiting?  (vv. 9-10)
a. Our appointment unto salvation: “For God did not appoint [or destine] us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (9)  God Himself (has predestined us before time, (has called us to Himself in time, (has justified us in His sight thru Jesus, and (will freely give us the gift of eternal life!  Knowing such things, we are motivated by God’s love to wait in faithfulness!
b. Jesus’ death for our sins: That is another reason for our faithful waiting!  “He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep [whether we are still alive when He comes or have already passed away], we may live together with him.” (10)  Though we have sinned – and that is terrible!  Jesus has died for our sins – and that is wonderful!  So now – as we wait – we are motivated by God’s love to wait in faithfulness!
Conclusion: Though (our government is corrupt, (evil is on the rise, and (we are daily tempted to sin, the Lord is coming to our rescue!  “Therefore [let us] encourage one another and build each other up…” (11) until we are finally together in heaven!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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