“Instructions with Excellent Reasons!”

Based on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
3rd Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2008 ► Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: We are always hearing instructions – do this, do that, but God instructs us because He loves us and knows what is best; furthermore, excellent reasons are behind all of His instructions!
Introduction: It’s Advent and the theme is COMING!  Jesus came – and He will come again!  He came to live without sin and die for our sins; He will come again to (welcome all those who trust in Him AND (send away all those who reject Him!
Today, we find ourselves living between Jesus’ first coming and His return!  Before we turn to today’s text, let’s understand where we are in the Bible:
· We are near the end of a letter, which God moved Paul to write to the Christians living in Thessalonica.
  Take note: This is a letter for people who trust alone in Jesus Christ as their Savior!
· In chapter 4 of Paul’s letter, he assured the Thessalonians of Jesus’ return.

· Early in chapter 5, he told how Jesus would return – “like a thief in the night.” (2)
Now, near the end of chapter 5, God is speaking to us through Paul to instruct us (as Christians) how to proceed (in our daily Christian lives) between now and the end (a reference to physical death or the return of Christ)!
As we proceed through these words of instruction, let us remember:
· They come from God who made us and loves us!
· They are truly best for all believers in Jesus Christ!
1. “Be joyful always” (16) But how is that possible – since our lives have ups and downs?  Some things in life make us happy, other things make us sad, but true joy is found only in Jesus, our Savior!  Therefore, we can “be joyful always” as we continually remember who God has made us to be in Christ – His holy children!
2. “pray continually” (17)  But what does that mean?  It means “that we are always...fit and ready for an approach to God in worshipful praying.” (Lenski, 358)  So what makes us ready for such praying?  Our continual trust in Jesus Christ for eternal life!
3. “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” (18)  Again, how is that possible – when some circumstances we like, and others we dislike?  It is possible because we know of God’s promise: He “causes all things to work together for good to those who love [Him] ...” (NAS Romans 8:28) Is there something you like about your current life?  Give thanks to God!  Is there something you dislike?  Give thanks to God AND trust Him – He has a wonderful plan for all who love Him!
4. “Do not put out the Spirit's fire” (19) What does that mean?  The Spirit lives within believers to (teach them the Word AND (empower them to live it!
  The Holy Spirit is very important:
a. NIV Ephesians 1:13-14 “…Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession…”
b. NIV Ephesians 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
Therefore, let us never put out the fire of the Spirit but continually feed it with Spirit-taught learning and Spirit-empowered living!
5. “do not treat prophecies with contempt.” (20) Let us be certain: Whatever God has spoken or written through the prophets or through His Son, all such things will come to pass!  Therefore, let us never doubt but always believe God’s Holy Word!
6. “Test everything.  Hold on to the good.  Avoid every kind of evil.” (21-22) Are there false prophets in today’s world, people who falsely claim to represent the Triune God?  By all means!
a. Therefore, we are instructed to “test everything,” just like the Bereans who tested the words of Paul.  The Bible says: “…they received the message with great eagerness AND examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (NIV Acts 17:11)
b. And what about holding on to the good, avoiding every kind of evil?  Paul wrote: “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” (NIV 2 Corinthians 10:5)
Conclusion: Now we have heard God’s instruction – and the Spirit has enabled us to (understand it, (agree with it, and (live it!  Nevertheless, we have fallen short and we will continue to do so.  Therefore, we continually turn our eyes of faith to the One who (lived without sin, (died for our sins, and (makes us righteous in God’s sight!

Now, knowing and rejoicing in such things, we are ready to (celebrate our Savior’s birth, (look forward to His return, and (conclude today’s sermon text: “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.” (23-24)  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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