“Christ’s First Coming – Who Lies in the Manger?”

Based on Isaiah 11:1-10
First Wednesday of Advent
December 3, 2008 ► Wednesday at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Sermon Theme: May all who hear today’s message believe that in the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ everything is changed!
Introduction: Dear friends, have you recently seen a newborn baby?  If so, did you make the typical comments – he has his mother’s eyes and hairline, his father’s nose and personality!  But what about the baby Jesus, who was born in a stable and placed into a feeding trough?  He probably had the features of His mother, who was a descendant of David, yet God wants us to know much more about the One who lies in the manger!
1. God Speaks Through the Bible and the Creeds:
a. NIV Isaiah 11:1-2 “[He] will come up from the stump of Jesse… [who is the father of David]  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD...”
b. NIV Luke 1:32-33 “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
c. NIV Romans 1:3-4 “…as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God…”
d. NIV Colossians 2:9 “…in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form…”
e. Nicene Creed: He is “the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made…”
f. Luther’s Apostles’ Creed Explanation: “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord…”
Though many speculate about Jesus, God has told us the truth: Jesus is God in the flesh!
2. God Speaks Through Isaiah the Prophet: 
a. The One in the manger is different: “He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears…” (3)  Instead, because He is God, He (sees the very intent of our thoughts and (hears the deepest secrets of our hearts!
b. The One in the manger will use His righteousness for our benefit:  “…with [His] righteousness he will judge the needy…” (4)  Such words could strike terror into our hearts, but there is good news: Through trust in the child as our Savior, we have received His very righteousness!  The Bible says: “Abram believed the LORD, and he [the Lord] credited it to him [Abram] as righteousness.” (NIV Genesis 15:6)
c. The One in the manger will restore God’s perfect creation: “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat,… The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.” (6-7) He will make all things new!
d. The One in the manger, though apparently weak and helpless, will defeat the serpent: Right after the fall into sin, the Lord said to the serpent: “…he [My Son whom I will send] will crush your head…” (NIV Genesis 3:15)  Later, Isaiah wrote: “The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest.” (8)  Though He looks like a weak and helpless infant, He will toy with the deadly serpent because He is the very Son of God!  Finally, at the cross, when Jesus appeared to be exceedingly weak and helpless, He used His almighty power to stomp on the head of Satan – thus winning the victory over sin, death, and hell!  The victory is His – and His alone – but we share in that glorious victory through faith!
e. The One in the manger will provide a glorious place of rest for all who trust in Him: The Bible says about unbelievers: “There is no rest day or night…” but about believers it says, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” (NIV Revelation 14:11, 13)
Conclusion: So who lies in the manger?  Though we are all tempted to base our beliefs on (what we see, (what we think, and (what we feel, God wants us to receive and believe His answer.  So, according to God, who lies in the manger?  He is none other than the God-man:
· Begotten of the Father from eternity!
· Conceived by the Holy Spirit!
· Born of the Virgin Mary!
· Lived a sinless life!
· Died for the sins of the world!
· Rose victorious from the grave!
· Lord over all creation!
· The only way from sin to heaven!
· Will return in great glory!
That is the One who lies in the manger!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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