“Christ’s Second Coming – For What Has He Come?”

Based on Isaiah 2:1-5 and Other Passages
Second Wednesday of Advent
December 10, 2008 ► Wednesday at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Sermon Theme: May all who hear today’s message recognize and believe that Christ’s first coming prepares us for His second coming in judgment!
Introduction: Christ came once – to win the forgiveness of sins for all people of all time!  He will come again – to judge both the living and the dead, and bring the gift of true, lasting, perfect peace!
1. He will come to Judge the World: 
a. What does it mean to Judge?  A judge uses the evidence available to determine the innocence or guilt of another person.  But our Judge who is yet to come will have a distinct advantage!  The Bible says: “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (NIV Hebrews 4:13)
b. Has some judging already taken place?  Yes!
i. Judging takes place through the Word – when it is read, heard, proclaimed, or lived!  The Bible says: “For the word of God is living and active … and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (NAS Hebrews 4:12)  God uses His Word of Law to surgically remove our sin and His Word of Gospel to miraculously heal our fatal wounds!  Even today those who know the Lord stream to (hear the Word and (receive its benefits!
ii. Jesus said: “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (NAS John 3:18)  This very moment, all people have already been judged – thus determined to be believers or nonbelievers!  For those who are living, God’s judgment can change, but those who have died are like hardened concrete!
c. What will happen on the Last Day?  This description is given near the end of the book of Revelation: “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  …And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.  Another book was opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  …If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” (NIV 20:11-15)
d. Should we Fear the Judgment yet to Come?  The answer is “No” – for all who are trusting in the Christ as their Savior!  We need not fear because:

i. Christ, who lived a righteous life in our place and paid the penalty for our sins, is speaking to the Father in our defense!

ii. In Christ our sins have been forgiven!

iii. Through Christ we have received God’s own righteousness!

iv. God, in Christ, has made us holy in His sight!
For what will the Christ come?  To judge the world!  But since our confidence is in His shed blood on the cross for our sins, we are ready for His coming and at peace!
2. He will come to bring True, Lasting, Perfect Peace: 
a. The Peace We Desire: There are Currently 42 Wars taking place Around the World!
  Since we desire peace, we try to bring it about (by negotiation, (by threat, and (by force!  Though sinful human beings have tried for 6,000 years, we will never fully succeed; our warring madness can be cured only by the intervention of the Christ – the Prince of Peace!
b. Peace Now: Right now all those who have received the Christ as their Savior are blessed with the gift of true peace between themselves and God the Father!  The tree that brought death to Adam and plunged humanity into death has been transformed into the tree of life!  Therefore, even now – for all who remain in their sins – God is offering “light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide [their] feet into the way of peace.” (ESV Luke 1:79)
c. Peace When Christ Comes Again: That peace will be complete in every way as He puts away all evil forevermore!
i. After World War II, tons of naval scrap iron were converted into the raw material for cruise ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles.  The U.S. economy melted the weapons of war and used the scrap for signs of peace and prosperity!  When Christ comes, the instruments of war will truly become signs of peace!
ii. The greatest war took place on the cross of Christ, but He won over sin, death, and hell!  Even now – whenever we see a cross – it has become for us a sign of true peace and life everlasting!
Conclusion: In the midst of a world where all people need God’s gift of peace, we conclude with these words of our Lord Jesus Christ!  He said: “Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light.” (NIV John 12:36)  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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