“Christ’s Third Coming – How Has He Saved Us?”

Based on Various Passages
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3rd Wednesday of Advent
Wednesday, December 17, 2008 at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Sermon Theme: May all who hear today’s message recognize and believe that Christ is the Lord who is continually coming among us through the means of grace to prepare us for His second coming on the Last Day!
Introduction: 
· The Savior was promised – right after Adam and Eve fell into sin (Genesis 3:15).
· 4,000 years later – God the Son put on flesh and blood to live and die for all people (John 1:1, 14; Hebrews 2:14).

· On the third day – He rose; forty days later – He ascended; now we are keeping watch – for His return (1 Corinthians 15:3-5; Acts 1:3; Matthew 24:42).
So have we been left to fend for our spiritual selves until Christ returns?  Certainly not!  Jesus continues to come among us in the means of grace – the Word and the Sacraments!  Though the cross is now empty – because His suffering and dying are finished, the manger is never empty – because Christ continues to come among us to (keep us, (strengthen us, and (guide us!
1. The Manger, the Word, and the Sacraments have Things in Common: 
a. They are all crude and simple – a feeding trough, a book, water, bread, wine!

b. They all appear to be of very little value.

c. They share the apparent weakness of the little Lord Jesus, “asleep on the hay.”
d. They have no outward beauty that should attract us to them.
Nevertheless, seemingly ordinary (words, (water, (bread, and (wine are now used by the almighty God to bring heavenly blessings to His people!
2. How Has He Saved Us?  Through the Word: 
a. As the Holy Bible is (read, (prayed, (studied, and (preached, Christ comes through the Word to save us:
i. NIV James 1:18 “He chose to give us [spiritual] birth through the word of truth…”
ii. ESV 1 Peter 1:23 “…you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.”
b. On the topic of Christ in the Word, Martin Luther wrote: “It is in Scripture and nowhere else, that he permits himself to be found.  He who despises Scripture and sets it aside, will never find him.” (AE 52:171)  Consider these words of great blessing and great warning: “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-- if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel…” (NAS Colossians 1:21-23)
3. How Has He Saved Us?  Through Baptism: The Bible says:

a. “…baptism now saves you…” (NAS 1 Peter 3:21)
b. “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children…” (NIV Acts 2:38-39)
c. “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” (NAS Galatians 3:27)
Though an actual baptism includes a small amount of water and a small number of words, God is at work to eternally rescue from sin, death, and hell!
4. How Does He Assure Us?  Through Absolution and the Lord’s Supper: 

a. Absolution: Jesus said to His disciples: “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven...” (NIV John 20:23)  Whenever God’s forgiveness is announced, God enables us – through our faith alone in our Lord Jesus Christ – to know for sure that we are forgiven!
b. The Lord’s Supper: Jesus said in the upper room: “Take and eat; this is my body.” … “Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (NIV Matthew 26:26-28)  Jesus said those words right before He died; now, many years later, we receive those same elements – bread, body, wine, and blood – for the forgiveness of our sins!
Conclusion:  As we now live between the first and second comings of Christ, He continues to be aware of our needs.  He also knows of our helplessness to ascend to the heavenly food pantry whenever we are spiritually hungry.  Therefore, through the Word and the Sacraments, Christ brings us our heavenly food!  
· He puts the gift of life (into the bowl of the font and (on the table (the altar) of our church.
· Through such means Christ will keep us trusting in Him until He comes to take us home!
Therefore, let us joyfully and faithfully receive His precious, life-sustaining gifts!  And all God’s people said: Amen!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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