“The True Comfort of a Blessed End!”

Based on Luther’s Seventh Petition Explanation
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed - Observed
November 9, 2008 ► Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Because all have sinned, all will die!  Nevertheless, God (loves us, (sent His Son to be our Savior, (wants to give us faith, (wants to sustain our faith, and (wants to give us a blessed end!  So let us gladly and faithfully receive His eternal blessings!
Introduction: Dear friends, today at Bethlehem we are remembering seven of our members, as well as some others, who have passed away over the last year.  There were (kind people, (loved ones, and (church members, yet they died!  Now we are left behind and our death is approaching!
In this sermon may God enable us to (believe the terrible realities of sin and death, and (ever-cling to His wonderful hand of rescue through faith alone in Jesus Christ!

Our primary text is the Seventh Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, and Martin Luther’s explanation.  We will come to it soon AND I urge you to memorize it, but first:
1. From Good to Evil: Before we will ever cry out: “Deliver us from evil,” we must understand how we ended up in a most evil world!
a. God created a perfect, sinless, wonderful world – no sin, no suffering, no evil, and no death!
b. But Adam and Eve disobeyed the almighty God!  That was a very big deal, but we tend to minimize it: So what, they ate the forbidden fruit!  Today we tend to look around and say: I’m not perfect – I eat, think, say, and do things I know I should not, but what’s the big deal, I’m not that bad!
c. Today, as we commemorate the faithful departed, we must admit that sin is a serious matter – (How do we know?) because our loved ones have suffered and died!  Furthermore, we must admit that we have sinned and we will die!  We cannot escape, nor save ourselves in any manner!  I hope you know such things are true and acknowledge your total helplessness to save yourself!  Then, with your entire being, you will be compelled to cry out to God:
2. “But deliver us from evil.” (The Seventh Petition) Now that we are in the midst of evil – because of the original fall and because of our own sins – we cry out to God to deliver us from evil!  What does that mean?  The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther gave this answer: “We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.”
a. Now let’s (break it down, (better understand it, and (rejoice in its application to the faithful departed and all who are looking forward to their own blessed end!
b. We pray in this petition, in summary [even though much more could be said], that our Father in heaven [the One who so loved the world and gave His one and only Son, John 3:16] would:
i. rescue us from every evil of [The next four main words summarize how our heavenly Father is at work throughout our lives to constantly rescue us!]
1. body and soul [every terrible aspect of the fall that assaults the body – such as illness – like my situation in Africa, weakness, disease, cancer, pain, suffering, and death; and the soul – such as rebellion – like Adam & Eve, deception, unbelief, false teaching, and impenitence – sin without sorrow], 
2. possessions and reputation [possessions – such as theft and vandalism; and reputation – such as false testimony, betrayal, and slander], 
Even though we have all sinned and live in the midst of sin, God is our Father in heaven through our faith in Jesus Christ!  Therefore, He is constantly active to rescue us from every evil!  Consider this blessed description of God’s work: “For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.” (NAS 2 Chronicles 16:9)  Those words describe His work – now in our lives and previously in the lives of our loved ones before they departed in the faith!
ii. and finally, when our last hour comes [which refers to our death, and could be at any time – regardless of our age; that time will certainly come for you and me, so it is essential to be ever-ready through a living faith in our Lord Jesus Christ], 
1. give us a blessed end [which comes only to those who die in Jesus; for all such people God has been at work to connect them to Jesus and keep them in Jesus by the Spirit thru the Word], and 
2. graciously [undeservedly] take us from this valley of sorrow [which is masked in the USA by all the stuff God has given to us, but much more apparent to the Africans with their 50% survival rate for infants and average life of 49 years] to Himself in heaven [But why would a holy God take sinful people to His sinless heaven?  Because such people have received God’s forgiveness thru Jesus, thus are holy in His sight and actual members of His holy family!].

Conclusion: So what about our loved ones who have died?  If they died in Jesus, (they had a blessed end, (we can remember their earthly lives with peace, and (we can rest in God’s true comfort!

But let us also remember ourselves: We have sinned and are going to die; therefore, let us continually receive – by faith, through Word and Sacrament – the benefits of Jesus’ saving work and live in peace!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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