“Does the Evidence Favor Darwin or Design?”
Expelled – Part 1
Based on Romans 1:20 and Various Quotes
Sixth Sunday of Easter
April 19 & 20, 2008 ► Saturday at 5:00, Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Darwin or Design – if you listened only to the popular press and textbooks, you would conclude that the evidence must favor Darwin.  Today we consider some of the concealed evidence!
[image: image1.wmf]Introduction: Think about a courtroom trial: The prosecutor presents evidence to show that the defendant is guilty, while the defense attorney presents evidence to show that the defendant is not guilty.  Seems fair enough!  But imagine a trial where only one side could present its evidence.  As Americans, we would never stand for such an injustice; nevertheless, that is exactly what we have been allowing in (our nation, (the media, and (all levels of education for many decades!
91% of Americans say they believe in the existence of God, while 78% of Americans believe God had at least something to do with our present form of human life; however, for the most part, only the Darwinian side of our present existence is published and taught.  That is similar to rendering a verdict on the basis of one side of the evidence!  Even Charles Darwin himself wrote: “A fair result can be obtained only by fully stating and balancing the facts and arguments on both sides of each question.” (3)
As we examine some of the evidence, which does it favor?
· Darwin – “a random undirected process has led from non-life to all of the marvelous complexity we see in the living world.” (2)
· Design – “certain features of the universe and of living things are best explained by an intelligent cause…” (17)
So are we here today by chance or by cause?  The Bible says: “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”

Though we are constantly being bombarded by the teaching of chance, let’s consider what many good scientists have said regarding design in the areas of (cosmology, (molecular biology, and (paleontology.
1. Cosmology – The origin of the universe.  Experts have written: “Without intelligent design, neither the beginning of the universe nor its order and elegance (sophistication) have an adequate explanation.” (4)
a. Elegance of physical laws:
i. Dates of Easter – (1) go to March 21 and (2) watch for the next full moon; (3) then the next Sunday is Easter.  Since God’s creation is so sophisticated, the Lutheran Service Book contains the dates for Easter through 2050 (see xxiii).
ii. Physicist Paul Davies – “The temptation to believe that the Universe is the product of some sort of design…is overwhelming.  The belief that there is ‘something behind it all’ is one that I personally share with, I suspect, a majority of physicists.” (4)  We see God in what He has made!
b. The physical universe: “The universe and the earth are tailor-made for advanced life.  If any factor were slightly different, life could not exist.” (5)
i. Gravity – “If the gravitational force constant were larger by just one part in ten billion billion billion, we would be crushed out of existence.” (5)
ii. Dr. Charles Townes, a Nobel Prize-winning physicist, has said: “This is a very special universe: it’s remarkable that it came out just this way.  If the laws of physics weren’t just the way they are, we couldn’t be here at all.” (5)
2. Molecular biology – The origin of life.  Darwin’s teaching: NOTHING + TIME AND CHANCE = EVERYTHING
a. The living cell: Darwin knew so little; a living cell is super complex, “vastly more complicated than anything humans have engineered.” (6)
i. “…a single human [microscopic] cell contains as much digital information in its DNA as the Encyclopedia Britannica – all thirty volumes – three or four times over.” (6)
ii. Using modern supercomputers “to calculate the eons of time and probabilities that are required to develop a cell through chance and mutation…, the odds are essentially zero, no matter how many millions or billions of years pass.” (6)
b. Genetics: Though many books cite plants and animals evolving into new forms, “breeding essentially mixes and matches among all the genes in an existing gene pool…, but breeding cannot create new genes…” (7)
Anthony Flew, renowned atheist philosopher – “It now seems to me that the findings of more than fifty years of DNA research have provided materials for a new and enormously powerful argument to design.” (7)
3. Paleontology – The history of life, the fossil record.  
a. Transitional gaps: If one life form actually evolved into another, the fossil record would prove that reality.  “Even Darwin assumed that we would eventually find a substantial record of…evolution among the millions of fossils uncovered…[however] the fossil record as a whole…actually gives persuasive evidence against Darwinian evolution…” (10)
b. The Cambrian explosion: “New animal groups appear abruptly in the fossil record fully formed [not gradually and partially formed as Darwin taught, which]…points to intelligent design.” (11)
Conclusion: In regard to (the origin of the universe, (the origin of life, and (the fossil record, the evidence overwhelmingly favors (choose one):        Darwin          Design
Darwin, in his own words – “To suppose that the eye…could have been formed by natural selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree.” (9)
Though we have not seen God, we can certainly see His invisible qualities from all that He has made!  The Triune God is the Intelligent Designer, who (made us, (loves us, (saved us (through the living, dying, and rising of Jesus, the Christ), and (graciously provides all of our needs!  Therefore, let us “thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”
  And all God’s people said: Amen!
All non-Scripture quotes in this sermon are from the Expelled Leader’s Guide, by Motive Entertainment, 2008.
Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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