“The Holy Trinity Worked Together to Create All Things!”
Based on Genesis 1:1-2:4a
The Holy Trinity
May 17 & 18, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Let us marvel at the power, unity, and love of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit to create us and save us!
Introduction: Today we begin the church year season of Pentecost, which used to be called Trinity.
  As we proceed through this final and longest season of the church year, let us (grow in our understanding of the Holy Trinity and (rejoice that the Holy Spirit is living within us to keep us (in Christ), teach us (the Word), assure us (of forgiveness), and empower us (to live the Word in our daily lives)!

Today’s sermon focuses on the fact that God is the Holy Trinity – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as well as our Creator and Savior!  But how do we know?  In a recent shopping experience, I was confronted by a Jehovah’s Witness who reminded me of the fact that neither the word “Trinity” nor “Triune” appear even once in the Bible; therefore, he said: “Such claims of God being three-in-one are false!”  How would you respond to that statement?  May this sermon better equip you to know and share the saving truth!
1. Explicit Identification: Most things in life are what they are without actually having names written upon them.
a. Many of my books are not labeled with the word “book,” but it’s obvious to anyone, by their covers, pages, and words, that they are books!
b. Your body is not labeled with the word “person,” but it’s obvious to anyone that you are a person!
c. God does not label Himself with the word “Triune,” but it’s obvious from the Bible that He is Triune – three Persons in one Godhead!
2. Triune (three-in-one) Examples: If you really think about it, many things are three-in-one!
a. Egg – shell, albumen (the white), and yoke!
b. Apple – skin, meat, and core!
c. Boom Box – radio, tape, and CD!
3. Genesis 1:1-2:4a:  In this section of the NIV Bible, the word “Elohim” (~yhil{a), which appears over 30 times and is translated “God,” is actually a plural noun, thus “Gods.”  Lets look at this section with that in mind:
a. DAY 1 – Heavens, Earth, Light, and Darkness: 1 “In the beginning God [Gods – the Father working through the Son; NAB Colossians 1:15-16 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities -- all things have been created through Him and for Him.”] created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God [Gods – the Holy Spirit] was hovering over the waters. 3 And God [Gods – the Son who is the Word; NAB John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”] said, "Let there be light," and there was light [the word of the Son is almighty in power: Mt. 9:6-7 – healed a paralytic; Mk. 5:39-42 – raised a dead child]. 4 God [Gods – possibly Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] saw that the light was good, and he [Gods – the Son] separated the light from the darkness. 5 God [Gods – the Son] called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning-- the first day [A kind of day which the Bible gives us every reason to believe was a standard 24 hour period of time!].
b. DAY 2 – Sky and Sea: 6 And God [Gods – the Son] said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." …-- the second day.
c. DAY 3 – Dry Ground and Vegetation: 9 And God [Gods – the Son] said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." …-- the third day.
d. DAY 4 – Sun, Moon, and Stars: 14 And God [Gods – the Son] said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, …-- the fourth day.
e. DAY 5 – Fish and Birds: 20 And God [Gods – the Son] said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." …-- the fifth day.
f. DAY 6 – Living Creatures and Man: 24 And God [Gods – the Son] said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." … 26 Then God [Gods, plural noun
 – the F, S, and HS, the Trinity, “the Triune God held a special council session with Himself…” Kretzmann, OT 1:4] said [singular verb], "Let us make [plural verb] man in our [plural suffix] image [singular noun], in our [plural suffix] likeness [singular noun], …-- the sixth day.
g. DAY 7 - 2 By the seventh day God [Gods – the Trinity] had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.
But couldn’t the Triune God have created all things in a second?  By all means, yet He chose to establish a pattern for us – so that we would not (work seven days a week, (harm our mortal bodies, and (forget about the Triune God who loves us!
Conclusion: The Triune God worked together to make us – just as the Bible says!
The Triune God saved us – The Father gave His Son, the Son lived, died, and rose, and the Spirit (who proceeded from the Father and the Son) connected us to the Son for our salvation!
Therefore, (the Bible is reliable, ( through Jesus our sins are forgiven, and (we can now live in perfect peace!
  And all God’s people said: Amen!
Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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� The Day of Pentecost is actually the last Sunday in the church year season of Easter, while The Holy Trinity is the first Sunday in the church year season of Pentecost.  That is rather confusing!  To me it made more sense when we began the season of Trinity with the day of The Holy Trinity, even as the season of Christmas begins with The Day of Christmas and the season of Easter begins with The Day of Easter.  Therefore, at Bethlehem, we refer to each Sunday in this season both in its relation to The Day of Pentecost and the day of The Holy Trinity.


� Yoel Natan, The Jewish Trinity (Chula Vista, CA: Aventine Press, 2003), 251; in reference to the 14 underlined words noted above.


� Isaiah 26:3





