“Do You KNOW Jesus Christ?”
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23rd Sunday after Pentecost / 22nd after Trinity
October 18 & 19, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: What does it MEAN to KNOW Jesus Christ?  Do YOU know Him?  What difference does HE make in YOUR life?  Do you want OTHERS to know Him too?
Introduction: Please answer these questions to yourself.  Yes or No:
· Have you HEARD OF Jesus Christ?

· Do you KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT Jesus Christ?

· Do you BELIEVE CERTAIN FACTS ABOUT Jesus Christ?

· Do you KNOW Jesus Christ; in other words, do you HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JC?

With your answers in mind, these are the goals of this sermon:

· To CONFIRM your relationship with JC!
· To GROW your relationship with JC!
· To EQUIP YOU to help OTHERS KNOW JC!

1. What does it mean to KNOW JC?
a. “Knowing [Jesus] Christ is MORE than having information about his life.”
  In John chapter 6, Jesus made this extraordinary statement: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” (41)  In response the people rejected Jesus’ statement by saying of Him: “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?" (42)  Those people (heard of Jesus, (knew something about Jesus, and (even believed certain facts about Jesus, but THEY DID NOT HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!
b. Knowing IN THE KIND OF WAY THAT LEADS TO HEAVEN “denotes PERSONAL FELLOWSHIP with God or Christ.  The relation between [the] Father and [the] Son is a KNOWING, and so is [the relation] between Jesus and his disciples.”
  Jesus Said: “I KNOW my sheep and my sheep KNOW me--just as the Father KNOWS me and I KNOW the Father…” (NIV Jn. 10:14-15)
2. What are the results of KNOWING and GROWING IN JC?  Here are two results that will show forth more and more in the daily lives of those who KNOW Jesus Christ and are GROWING in Him (through Word and deed):
a. First result: Obedience!  The Bible says:

i. “By this we KNOW THAT WE HAVE COME TO KNOW HIM, if we keep His commandments.” (NAB 1 John 2:3)
ii. “…if we walk in the light as [God] Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another [thus WE KNOW ONE ANOTHER], and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (NAS 1 John 1:7)
b. Second result: Love!  The Bible says: “Everyone who loves has been born of God and KNOWS God.” (NIV 1 John 4:7)  Let’s understand GOD’S LOVE and OUR RESPONSE in this manner:
i. First, God loved us by creating us!

ii. Second, God loved us by sending His Son to be our Savior!

iii. Third, God loved us by adopting us into His family through His gift of faith in Jesus Christ!

Then – from our PERSONAL KNOWING of God and His Son – we love others by taking action according to their needs!
3. Why is KNOWING the Father and the Son so important?  Since “the Father and the Son have life, to KNOW THEM is to have ETERNAL LIFE.”
  Jesus prayed these words to His Father in heaven: “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” (NIV John 17:3)
a. As 2 + 2 = 4, so knowing the Father and the Son = eternal life!  We are talking about a KNOWING that (has been initiated by God, (is sustained by God, and (is real, personal, important, and meaningful!
b. As knowing is wonderful, so not knowing is terrible.  Jesus will say this to many on the day He returns: “I never knew you. Away from me…” (NIV Matthew 7:23)
4. How can you help others KNOW JC?
a. Know and live our mission statement: Memorize it ( Our mission is to help all people: (know Jesus Christ, (grow in their knowledge of God’s Word, and (excel in Christ-like living!  Then show it to others by living it in your daily life!
b. Wear your new BLC shirt: By simply wearing it, you are silently asking others: Do you KNOW Jesus Christ?  If someone comments about your shirt, seize the opportunity to help that person KNOW Jesus Christ!  I also strongly encourage you to memorize the Scripture reference on the front: John 17:3
c. Share this sermon: Copies are available in the narthex!
d. Share our website address: It should be easy to remember!  blc = Bethlehem Lutheran Church; 7500 = our church address; thus blc7500.com  (also:  .org)
Conclusion: We are so blessed to KNOW JESUS CHRIST, thus to be God’s forgiven children through faith in Jesus!  May the reality of who God has made us to be show forth in all we say and do!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
Memory Verse: NIV John 17:3 “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 7500 State Rd., Parma, Ohio 44134, 440-845-2230

� Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1985), 122, my emphasis.


� Ibid., my emphasis.


� Ibid., my emphasis.





