“Why Did the Creator Come into His Creation?”
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The Nativity of our Lord
Wednesday  (  December 25, 2008  (  10:00 a.m.
Sermon Theme: Though many celebrate on Christmas Day, do the multitudes know why the Creator came into His creation?  Let us share the good news so that all people may receive the gift of membership in God’s holy family!
Introduction: Dear friends, why did the Creator come into His creation?  This story might help us answer that question:
A young boy was walking through a field when he discovered an ant hill.  Being curious, he stopped and watched.  The ants were moving quickly in every direction.  They seemed confused, so the young boy tried to help the ants but they didn’t seem to understand.  Finally, the young boy said: “To help the ants, I will have to become an ant!”
So why did the Creator come into His creation?  He had to become like us – with flesh and blood – so He could live in our place and die for our sins!  That is radical, but that shows how much God loves us!
We now turn to some of the highlights in today’s gospel reading as a way to further answer the question: Why did the Creator come into His creation?
1. Who is the Creator?  
a. He is the Word, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the only begotten Son of the Father!

b. He was with the Father at the beginning of time but He is from eternity; He existed with the Father and the Holy Spirit before anything was created!
c. “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” (3; see Colossians 1:16)
Now that we better understand who He is, let us be amazed that He came into His creation for our eternal benefit!
2. What does the Creator have that All People Desperately Need?  “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” (4; “Life and light are synonymous…” Kretzmann, 406)  What does that mean?  Though our minds may be quick to think of the physical life He created, the reference here is to “the true, divine, immortal life. … [thus] spiritual and eternal life.” (406)  That is what all people desperately need!  Since we were all in need, and only the Son of God could fulfill our need, He came into His creation!  On that first Christmas Day the true light was shining; even today it continues to shine as the gospel is proclaimed!
3. What was the General Reaction when the Creator Came?  
a. “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.” (10)  Let’s think about the evidence:

i. The Savior was promised in Eden!
ii. His virgin birth and birth location were written down by the prophets!
iii. He was praised by Simeon and Anna!
iv. He was worshiped by the Magi!
v. He amazed the temple teachers when He was only 12 years old!
vi. The Father spoke and the Spirit descended at His baptism!
vii. He taught with authority!
viii. He performed miracles and so much more, yet the ones He created did not add up the evidence; therefore, they “did not recognize him.”
b. Furthermore: “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” (11)  But we should not be surprised; logically we recognize first, receive second.  So without recognition, there is no reception!  Dr. Kretzmann made this sad comment: “The entire world consists of people in need of redemption, and yet the majority insists upon being counted with those that are lost.” (407)
4. What does it mean to Receive Him?  Dr. Kretzmann gave this answer: “To receive Christ, to believe on Him, and to trust in His name, are expressions covering the same [reality]… To such as accepted the Word of the Cross He gives the great privilege or right to become the sons [and daughters] of God by adoption.  [That happens as God] works faith in their hearts. … Faith, which receives the Word and Christ, is wrought [formed, created, produced] by God through the Word.” (407; see James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23)  
5. By Whose Action is the Savior Received? 
a. “not of natural descent” – Christian parents do not naturally have Christian children!
b. “nor of human decision” – People have no ability within them to decide to receive the Savior!
c. “or a husband's will” – Though a husband and wife may will to have a child, and receive one with God’s blessing, they cannot will to receive the Savior!
d. “but born of God.” – He is the One who must take action!  The Bible says: “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” (NIV John 3:6)
Conclusion:  On Christmas we celebrate the fact that the Creator came into His creation to offer to all people the gifts of (spiritual life now and (eternal life forevermore!
Furthermore, Let us be eternally thankful that God has enabled us to receive our Savior!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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