“Are YOU Worshipping in Spirit and in Truth?”

Based on John 4:19-24
Third Sunday in Lent
February 24, 2008 ► Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Introduction: Here we are, gathered for worship, but is our worship pleasing to God and beneficial for us?  Check the blocks below that apply to your typical worship situation:
· When I attend, I do so willingly.

· My attendance is a personal priority.
· As I need food for my body, so I know I need God’s Word for my soul.
· I believe the entire Bible is God’s Word of Truth.
· I believe that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, the only way to heaven.
· I attend because I know I need God’s blessings of forgiveness, instruction, and encouragement.

· I attend because I want to respond with my trust, praise, prayers, and offerings.

· I try to pay attention to what’s going on.
· I try to say the responses and sing the hymns.
· I want to hear, understand, and apply God’s Word to my daily Christian life.

This sermon will focus on these words spoken by Jesus to a Samaritan woman in John chapter 4: Jesus said, “…a time… has now come when the true [avlhqinoi.] worshipers will worship the Father in spirit [pneu,mati] and truth [avlhqei,a], for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must [dei] worship in spirit and in truth.” (23-24)
1. What are “true worshipers”?  To state it simply, they are the opposite of false worshipers.
a. The Greek word for true is avlhqinoi., which means real or genuine.  Do those words, real and genuine, characterize your worship?
b. Lenski wrote: “‘genuine’ worshippers…are those who alone really deserve the name [“genuine worshipers”] in distinction from all who observe only the Jewish ritual practices.”
  In other words, genuine worshipers really worship, while others merely go through the motions!
2. What is meant by the words, “in spirit and truth”?

a. The Greek word for spirit is pneu,mati, which means our inner life or our state of mind.  So examine yourself:
i. Is your inner life in agreement with your physical presence here in worship?
ii. Is your state of mind: Hurry up, I want to leave! OR Praise God for His great goodness to me in Christ!
b. The Greek word for truth is avlhqei,a, which means truthfulness or reality.  Examine yourself: 

i. Are you being truthful about your sin?

ii. Has God opened your eyes to the reality of the Person and Work of Jesus Christ?  The Good News magazine says that truth “is Christ and His bloody, sin-atoning death, and glorious resurrection.”

c. During the tenure of the great orator Henry Ward Beecher, a visiting minister (Beecher's brother) once substituted for the popular pastor. A large number assembled to hear Beecher, but when the substitute pastor stepped into the pulpit, several disappointed listeners began to move toward the exits.  That's when the minister stood and said loudly, "All who have come here today to worship Henry Ward Beecher may now withdraw from the church.  All who have come to worship God keep your seats!"

3. Why is worship in spirit and truth a “must”?
a. The Greek word for must is dei, which means necessary.  Both in regard to His suffering, dying, and rising, AND in regard to worshiping in spirit and in truth, Jesus said: dei!  It is necessary!
b. Lenski wrote: “Omit the spirit, and though you have the truth, the worship becomes formalism, mere ritual observance.  Omit the truth, and though the whole soul is thrown into the worship, it becomes an abomination.  Thus ‘spirit and truth’ form a unit, two halves that belong together in every act of worship.”

Conclusion:
A sad trend within the Christian church: In the past fifteen to twenty years, many churches have been designed in response to consumer surveys.  People want the church to provide a good (community center, (gym, (day care, (after school care, and (variety of self-help and support groups; (they also want sermons dealing with timely issues like money management and enhancing self-esteem.  What they do not want are (worship services where they are expected to participate and (sermons dealing with topics like sin, personal ethics, or self-sacrifice.

To cite one example: A large church in Evansville, having discovered that many people want nothing to do with the new birth or the body and blood of Christ, discontinued serving communion or baptizing anyone during the regular worship services.
In response to such things, a daughter remarked to her father: “It was good for the planners to ask what people want out of the church, but it might not hurt to also ask what God wants out of the church.”

So when is God pleased with our worship?  The Good News magazine gives this answer: “Your heavenly Father is pleased only when your worship focuses on His revelation of Himself in His son.”
  Furthermore, at Jesus’ transfiguration, the Father said: “listen to Him!”
  Therefore, the GN magazine adds: “When you listen, God will be most pleased with your worship!”

May the Triune God help us to continually worship Him both in spirit and in truth, so He is pleased and we continually receive His temporal and eternal blessings!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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