“The Value of Life Comes from the Hand of God”

Based on Various Passages
Second Sunday after the Epiphany ( Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
January 19 & 20, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Introduction: Today we focus on the value of life, but, first, what does it mean to value something?  These thoughts may come to mind:

· How much is it worth?

· How much does it cost?

· What is its significance?

Though sinful people tend to value things, God values sinful people!
1. Human life is the pinnacle of God’s creation:
a. During each of the six days of creation, God was working toward His ultimate creation, which was human life! (Read Genesis 1:1-25)
b. Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness..."
  God values Himself, so He made people like Himself!
2. Human life is handmade by God:

a. “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.”
  Have you ever knitted a stitch?  Can you picture God with knitting needles – hand-making each person?
b. “My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place…your eyes saw my unformed body.”
  Today, God has given science a window into His workshop, “the secret place.”

3. Human life is redeemed in Jesus Christ:
a. One man’s trash is God’s treasure: We live in a throwaway society!  We use, then throw away *paper products, *clothes, *computers, *cars, *buildings, and *even people!  “In the United States, 3,526 babies are killed through abortion every [single] day.”
  That is almost 1.3 million every single year!  Though some people view their children as trash – to throw away, God made them, loves them, and treasures them!
b. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
  The “whoever” includes *Adam and Eve, *you and me, and *every man, woman, and child of all time, including every preborn child!  Every person is so valuable in God’s sight that He gave us His greatest treasure – “his one and only Son.”

c. “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”
  Christ is the “righteous” one!  All others are the “unrighteous” ones.  That includes everyone – the smallest sinners, the greatest sinners, and everyone in between!  Even anyone ever involved in any way in an abortion!  For all Christ died – for all people and all sins!  Even now, in Christ, through faith in Christ as our Savior, we have God’s full forgiveness!  Therefore, let us:
i. “Forgive as the Lord [has forgiven us].”

ii. "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves…”

Conclusion: Years ago a missionary family was being forced to leave the country in which they were serving.  Officials came to the parents and said: “You must leave our country tomorrow; furthermore, you can only take 200 pounds with you!”  Therefore, the parents quickly went through all of their possessions, carefully weighing out 200 pounds.  The next day the officials returned to escort them out of the country.  “Are you ready?  Do you have your 200 pounds?”  “Yes, we are taking the items in these boxes, everything else we must leave behind.”  Then one official said: “Aren’t you going to take your children!”
Things are temporary blessings, but children are eternal blessings!  As the Almighty God greatly values all children, even all people (born and preborn, even people of all ages, sizes, languages, skin colors, countries, abilities, intelligence levels, and economic status), let us be imitators of God by also putting a very high value on every single person!
And all God’s people said: Amen!

Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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