“Notice the Key Differences Between 
the Nine and the One!”

Based on Luke 17:11-19
The Eve of our National Day of Thanksgiving
November 26, 2008 ► Wednesday at 7
Sermon Theme: We in America are so blessed and yet so lacking in our expressions of thanksgiving to the almighty God.  Let us learn today to be more like the leper who thanked and trusted in Jesus – both for physical healing and for eternal life!
Introduction: My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ!  We are gathered here on the eve of our national day of Thanksgiving to realize the distinct difference between trusting in Jesus for temporal blessings AND trusting in Jesus for eternal life!
In today’s gospel reading, ten needed and received physical healing; ten also needed spiritual healing but apparently only one received God’s gracious gift!  Let us also notice the connection between saving faith and sincere thanksgiving!
1. The Setting:  Jesus was traveling from Galilee, in the north of Israel, to Jerusalem in the south.  As He was traveling “along the border between Samaria and Galilee…ten men who had leprosy met him.  They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’” (11-13)
a. Why did they stand “at a distance”?  They were lepers, so they were forbidden to have any contact with non-lepers!  They were also considered to be dead men, thus unclean!  Furthermore, “No cure was known for this disease.”

b. Why did they call upon Jesus for help?  His reputation preceded Him!  They had heard of Jesus – the miracle worker – and desperately wanted to be healed; therefore, seeing Him coming, they expectantly cried out: “Master [Rabbi, Teacher], have pity on us [by healing us of our leprosy]!”
They very well knew of their great need – and of Jesus’ reputation – so they trusted in Him to heal their bodies!  Even today people have many physical needs so they cry out to God for help, but that is not the same as trusting in Jesus for eternal life:

· Trust – complete confidence – is one matter.
· The object of our trust – Jesus – is another matter.
· The reason why we trust in Jesus – for eternal life – is still another matter.
All three are very important!
2. Hearing, Responding, and Physical Healing: Jesus answered the plea of the lepers by saying: “’Go, show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they were cleansed.” (14)
a. What was the purpose of showing oneself “to the priests”?  The priest was to examine the person to verify the cleansing; then the cleansed-person was to undergo a detailed ceremonial cleansing as commanded by the Lord. (Leviticus 14:1-32)
b. When were the lepers cleansed?  “…as they went” to show themselves to the priests!  What would have been a logical response from the lepers to Jesus?  We will go to the priests WHEN we are cleansed – NOT BEFORE!  But they didn’t debate with Jesus!  They went AND – as they went, even with faith in Him for their physical healing – they were cleansed!

They (heard Jesus, (responded to Jesus, and (received God’s gift of physical healing!
3. Thanking, Trusting, and Eternal Life: 
a. How were the ten the same and different?
i. Ten were together – because of their common bond of leprosy!  Those ten were outcasts – and as good as dead to the healthy world!  But all ten – were miraculously healed of their leprosy!
ii. Nine returned to their families and friends, and resumed their normal lives.  But only one – a Samaritan, a hated foreigner and a half-breed (half Jew and half Gentile) – returned to offer his thanks!

b. What did God enable the Samaritan to see in Jesus?  The Samaritan may have reasoned: My leprosy is incurable, but Jesus has cured me; therefore, He must be God!  Thus Jesus is worthy of all my love, all my trust, and all my devotion!  Therefore, the Samaritan (thanked Jesus for his physical healing, (trusted in Jesus as God his Savior, and (received the precious gift of eternal life!  “Then [Jesus] said to him, ‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well.’”
 (19)
Conclusion: These are tendencies, not absolutes:

· Those with saving faith have a greater tendency to (count their blessings, (see them as gifts from God, and (give Him thanks – before they eat, for their clothes and shelter, for their family and friends, for their eternal salvation, and so much more!
· Those with saving faith have a greater tendency to thank God for all things (1 Thessalonians 5:18) – regardless of the world’s perception!  Here is an example:
During a harvest festival in India, an old widow arrived at her church with an extraordinarily large offering of rice – far more than the poor woman could be expected to afford.  The pastor did not know the widow well, but he did know that she was very poor, so he asked her: “Are you giving this offering in gratitude for some unusual blessing?”  “Yes,” replied the woman. “My son was sick and I promised a large gift to God if he got well.”  “So your son has recovered,” said the pastor. The widow paused. “No, he died last week.  But I know that he is in God's care – and for that I am especially thankful!”  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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� The meaning is debatable.  The CSSB states: “The fact that the Samaritan returned to thank Jesus may indicate that he had received salvation in addition to the physical healing all ten had received.” (1583)  But Lenski writes: “This was not yet soteriological faith, justifying faith that saves the soul.  It was to lead to this type of faith.” (880)





