“Let Us Grow in Wisdom Like Jesus!”
Based on 1 Kings 3:4-15; James 1:5-7; Luke 2:40-52
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New Year’s Eve
Wednesday  (  December 31, 2008  (  6:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: Our daily lives include many decisions; may God grant us a growing measure of wisdom in 2009 so that we may decide in ways that honor Him and benefit us and others!
Introduction:  Dear friends, who desire to grow in wisdom, thanks for attending!  Tonight, we say goodbye to 2008, confident that in Christ our sins are forgiven!  Also, in about 5½ hours, we will say hello to 2009 – a year that will be filled with countless decisions!
· Will I put God first in my life – or not?
· Will I forgive – as I have been forgiven?
· Will I choose the ways of the Word – or the ways of the world?
Whenever a decision must be made:

· Some people should gain more information before making a decision.

· Some people have enough information but fail to use it.

· But those who are wise have the right information – the truth – and rightly use it to make decisions that are honoring to God and of benefit to themselves and others!
But where does wisdom come from?  How does it begin?  The Bible says: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; [then the Bible tells us what that means:] A good understanding have all those who do His commandments…” (NAB Psalm 111:10)  In other words, when you fear the Lord, you hear and heed His Word, which is always best!  Those who proceed in such ways are exercising wisdom!
But what will be the outcome of those who disrespect the Word?  The Bible says: “Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently but they will not find me, Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the LORD.” (NAB Proverbs 1:28-29)
Tonight we will briefly consider:

· Jesus’ growth in wisdom.

· Solomon’s request for wisdom.

· How to ask for wisdom.

1. Jesus’ Growth in Wisdom:  Though Jesus is God – with perfect wisdom – the Bible says: “Jesus grew in wisdom (according to His human nature) and stature (according to His human body), and in favor with God and men.” (52)  Two key factors could be identified:

a. Jesus’ parents taught Him the Word: They impressed it upon Him when they were sitting, walking, and lying down. (Deuteronomy 6:7)  Dear parents, please seize every opportunity to impress the Word upon your children!
b. Jesus honored His parents by listening to their instruction: To listen means both to hear and to do; therefore, Jesus, being without sin (Hebrews 4:15), perfectly obeyed every commandment (Exodus 20:12).  Jesus is our example, but He is especially our Savior from sin, death, and hell!
2. Solomon’s Request for Wisdom: 

a. Wow!  Can you begin to imagine King Solomon’s enviable situation?  If Bill Gates came up to you tonight and said: “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” (5)  You would certainly have dollar signs filling your mind!  But Bill Gates is just a man; therefore, it would be possible to ask him for more than he could deliver.  However, when God said to Solomon: “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”  The Almighty God was able to deliver WHATEVER!
b. So what did Solomon request?  He said: “O LORD my God,…I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties….So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.” (7, 9)  The Lord liked Solomon’s choice so much that He gave him the wisdom he requested, but also great riches and honor!
3. How to Ask for Wisdom:  We are to ask in faith, without any doubting!  But how is that possible, since everything in the world seems uncertain?  It’s possible because God is not like our sinful world:
a. God is almighty – thus able to grant our request!
b. God is sinless – thus He must do whatever He has promised!
c. God has promised: Ask and it will be given – thus we should ask in faith, without any doubting!
Conclusion:  In the past we have all made foolish decisions, which have brought misery into our lives!  Such misery may be present even now, but it is only a temporary consequence of our sin!  No matter how foolish our decisions have been, God wants us to be confident that – in Christ – we are fully forgiven!

This evening, in 2009, and throughout our lives, may our gracious Lord grant us an ever-increasing measure of wisdom, so that (He is honored and (we are blessed both now and forever!
And all God’s people – who desire to make wise decisions – said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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