Very Similar in Appearance But Very Different in Outcome!
Based on Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 NIV
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost / Ninth Sunday after Trinity
July 17 & 20, 2008 ► Thursday at 7 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Though all people sin, and appear to be basically the same, there will be a very great difference in eternity between (those who are sorry and believing and (those who are not sorry and not believing!
Introduction: Very similar, but very different!  Let me give you some examples:
· Sugar and Salt – look the same, but taste different!
· Wheat and Weeds – when immature they look the same, but one will be used and one will be burned!
· Believers and Unbelievers – look the same, but believers are alive in Christ while unbelievers are dead in their sins!
Though many are fooled by outward appearance, Jesus wants you and me to personally know the truth about our relationship with Him – because that relationship will eventually determine our final outcome! (Matthew 7:21-23; John 17:3)
Today’s parable of the wheat and the weeds points to (the similar appearance of all people and (the different outcome of believers and unbelievers.  By God’s grace, let us:

· Hear the Word!

· Better understand the truth!

· Be confident in our relationship with Jesus!

· Be better equipped to share the truth with others!

1. The Parable Told: As we review today’s gospel reading, focus on (a farmer, (his field, (the seed he sows, and (the crop it produces.
a. Basic Principle: The seed determines the crop (corn seeds ( corn, bean seeds ( beans).

b. Method of Operation: The field owner planted in the daylight, but his enemy planted under the cover of darkness. (John 3:20)
c. Immediate Result: The crop is growing – and everything seems to be fine.
d. Long-Term Result: The crop is maturing – but an enemy has intentionally planted weeds among the wheat.
e. Possible Responses: (Pull the weeds now and possibly uproot the wheat or (let them grow together to maturity, then harvest them separately – the weeds burned and the wheat into the barn.
2. The Parable Explained: As we review the parable again, let’s go beyond the earthly story to the spiritual meaning.

a. Basic Principle: The seed determines the crop.  Two kinds of seed are trying to take root in our hearts:

i. Word Seeds, which are planted by God and come from His Word.
ii. Weed Seeds, which are planted by the devil and come from the sinful world.

b. Method of Operation: 
i. Word Seeds are planted by God when we:

1. Attend Worship, Bible Class, and Sunday School with open ears and hearts to learn the truth and be equipped to live for Christ.

2. Open our Bibles to listen to God speak to us.

God used these words to describe the person who is ready to receive the seeds of His Word: The Lord said: “…to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite [sorrowful] of spirit, and who trembles at My word.” (NAS Isaiah 66:2)
ii. Weed Seeds are planted by the devil when we:

1. Allow ourselves to believe the false teachings, which are constantly being pushed upon us.

2. Watch TV programs, read books, or go to places that are not pleasing to God.

The Bible warns us about being a friend to the sinful world with these words: “…don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” (NIV James 4:4)
c. Immediate Result: I go to church sometimes, I know something about Jesus, I try to be good, and I think I will go to heaven – so everything seems to be fine.
d. Long-Term Result: As time goes on the true believers (true wheat) become more and more apparent:
i. Continuing in the faith (Colossians 1:21-23).

ii. Continuing in the Word (John 8:31).

iii. Showing love to others (John 13:34-35).

iv. Living out the Word (1 John 1:6-7; 2:3-4; 3:7-8).

v. Living for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:15; Philippians 1:21).

vi. Living out God’s plan for their lives (Ephesians 2:10).

e. Certain Conclusions:
i. The many who do not believe will be punished forever!  Jesus said: “The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (41-42)
ii. The few who do believe in Jesus will be brought into the joys of heaven!  Jesus said: “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” (43)  Dr. Paul Kretzmann gave this explanation: “Their glory will be a shining, visible brightness, as of the sun.  And they will have the full realization that God is their true Father in Jesus Christ, through whom they are justified in His sight and have received the adoption of Sons.” (Popular Commentary of the Bible, NT 1:76)
Conclusion:  God wants all people to be saved!  That is why Jesus (came, (lived (without sin), (died (for our sins), and (rose (from the dead)!
To paraphrase what Jesus said at the end of today’s parable: I hope you have ears, I hope you heard, and I hope you believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior for the rest of your life!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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