“When the Lord Arrives!”

Based on Matthew 25:31-46
Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 22 & 23, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: When Jesus returns: what will happen, will all people be welcomed into heaven, should we be fearful, and what will be the basis of Jesus’ ruling?  Rather than foolishly speculate about such things or rely on our feelings, let us learn from Jesus Himself!
Introduction: Last week I emphasized that the Lord is coming – like a thief in the night! (1 Thessalonians 5:2) Today we see His arrival and the final judgment!
In preparation for this sermon on Jesus’ actual arrival, the congregation was asked: “If Jesus returned today, would you be ready?”  Out of the 132 who attended last week, 85 completed a survey.  These are the results:

· Yes, I am ready – 66
· No, I am not ready – 5
· I’m not sure if I am ready or not – 14
So what makes us ready?  Who can rightly say yes?  Who should rightly say no?  How is God ready and willing to work in our lives to move us from uncertainty to full assurance?  Listen for the answers as we focus on Jesus’ actual arrival.
1. The Separation: It will take place when Jesus comes!  Can you imagine the awesome scene when He arrives?  Jesus will come (in His glory – like He showed forth at His transfiguration (Matthew 17:1 ff.) and (with all the angels – “numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.” (NIV Revelation 5:11)  Then “All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.” (32-33) The separation itself will be a judgment – a final ruling on each person’s eternal dwelling place!
2. The Sheep are Welcomed in:  Once the two groups have been formed, "Then the King will say to those on his right [to the sheep], 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.”
a. What makes a sheep a sheep?   Jesus just told us: The blessing of God the Father!  As He (created the heavens and the earth, (preserved Noah and his family in the flood, and (forgave King David of his sins of adultery and murder, so He has taken action through His Son to make us His very children, even sheep of the Good Shepherd!  Therefore, because of His work, we will be offered the kingdom as our inheritance!  Though we could never earn it and do not deserve it, we will receive it because God is our Father and we are His holy children in Christ!
b. What justifies the King’s decision?  Since our judgment will be seen by all, the evidence must be seen by all.  Therefore, Jesus must look – not to our faith but – to the evidence of our faith, “namely the works which faith alone is able to produce.”
  So Jesus will say: When I was hungry, thirsty, and naked, you gave me food, water, and clothing!  “Not one grand work is listed…All these are works which even the smallest faith can easily produce.  For even the smallest faith saves.”
  Think about Jesus’ answer in these two ways:

i. Our works flow from our faith: Though we help others without seeing Jesus, we are motivated to help others because God has enabled us to love and trust in Jesus!  Therefore, Jesus is justified in saying: “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” (40)
ii. A story about Martin of Tours (who lived in the 4th century): He was a young Roman soldier and Christian.  One day he saw an unclothed man begging for alms in the freezing cold; in response he cut his coat in two and gave half to the stranger.  That night in a dream he saw the heavenly court with Jesus robed in a torn coat.  One of the angels asked: “Master, why do you wear that battered coat?”  Jesus replied, “My servant Martin gave it to me.”  Our Faith, which is invisible, = Salvation/Rescue/Heaven!  Then our faith becomes visible in our Love for God (as we obey the Word, John 14:15) and our Love for our Neighbor (as we provide his needs, Luke 10:29-37)!
3. The Goats are Sent Away: Once the righteous ones – those who trust alone in the Lamb and His shed blood –have been welcomed in, Jesus will say to the goats: “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” (41)
a. What makes a goat a goat?  Since all have sinned – and continue to sin – what is the key difference between those who are welcomed in and those who are sent away?  The key difference is trust in Jesus for eternal life! 

b. What justifies the King’s decision?  Since the goats are without faith, they are also without the fruit of faith, which is works!  But let’s be careful!  Many goats do things that are outwardly good but those things do not result from faith; therefore, when Jesus arrives, all such things will be worthless!  Therefore, the goats “will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (46)
Conclusion: So “If Jesus returned today, would you be ready?”  Whenever you try to answer that question, always look to your trust in Jesus as your Savior; never at what you have done!

Now, let us live with peace and confidence because:

· God has made us ready through Jesus!

· God will keep us ready through the Word!

· The works, the fruit, the evidence will come naturally!  Jesus said: "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.” (NAS John 15:5)  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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