“In the Midst of Despair, God Gives Us Hope!”

Based on Matthew 2:13-18
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Sunday  (  December 28, 2008  (  10:00
Sermon Theme: How are things looking for you in 2009?  In the midst of potential despair over the issues of employment, finances, and basic needs, God gives us hope through our Lord Jesus Christ!
Introduction: Dear friends, we have just celebrated our Savior’s birth, but church-year time moves very quickly!  Therefore, on December 28 – only three days after the nativity (the birth) of our Lord, we find ourselves jumping ahead – possibly one whole year in time – to the slaughter of the babies in Bethlehem!

Though that ancient tragedy – and even many struggles in our day – can lead us to despair (misery, hopelessness, depression), God wants to point us – today and every day – to true and certain hope in His only Son, our only Savior!
1. Some Events Leading Up to Today’s Text: 
a. The circumcision and naming (Luke 2:21) – On the 8th day after His birth, the child born to Mary was named Jesus. (Mt. 1:21)
b. Jesus’ presentation at the Temple (Luke 2:22-38) – On the 40th day after Jesus’ birth, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem (about six miles from Bethlehem) to present Him to the Lord. (Leviticus 12:1-8)
c. The return of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus to Bethlehem – Though contrary to popular opinion, the Magi had not yet visited the Newborn King; therefore, they had to return to Bethlehem.  How do we know?  In connection with Mary’s purification and Jesus’ presentation, the Bible tells us that “a pair of doves or two young pigeons” (Luke 2:24) were offered as the sacrifice, rather than “a year-old lamb” (Leviticus 12:6).  That indicates that the Magi had not yet arrived – because they could not yet afford “a year-old lamb.”
d. Jesus is visited by the Magi in Bethlehem (Matthew 1:1-12) – They arrived in Bethlehem at least 40 days after Jesus’ birth, and possibly even a year afterwards!
2. The Magi and Joseph:
a. “When [the Magi] had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.’” (13)
i. What had Herod told the Magi?  “Go and make a careful search for the child.  As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” (Mt. 2:8)  But did they obey the king?  The Bible says: “And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” (2:12)  Though the Magi had been warned, Joseph needed to be warned!
ii. What action did God take?  Angels are messengers, so God sent Joseph an urgent message through an angel: Get up now, flee to Egypt, because Herod is going to search for the child to kill Him!
b. “So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt…” (14)  The news of Herod’s death hunt could have brought utter despair, but Joseph trusted in and obeyed the Lord!  What is your current dilemma – unpaid bills, a serious illness, unemployment, a broken relationship?  And what is the remedy?  Trust in and obey the Lord!  While unbelievers become overwhelmed and depressed, God is constantly offering the blessings of peace and hope through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ!
3. Herod’s Response: “When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.” (16)
a. Herod was furious: The Magi had “outwitted” him, thus made a fool out of him.  Therefore, Herod was furious!  Though his original intent was to identify and kill only the Newborn King, such identification – without the Magi – was no longer possible!
b. Herod tried to be thorough: He was desperate to kill anyone – even a baby – who might threaten his throne.  Based on all the available information, Herod concluded that the Newborn King was about one-year old.  So, to be thorough, Herod gave this order: Kill all the boys:
i. Those living in Bethlehem itself AND those living near Bethlehem!
ii. Those just born – even one day old – through all the boys who are two years old, which even includes boys who are nearly three years old!
c. As ordered, the boys were killed – the first ones to die in connection with our Lord Jesus Christ!  Though their parents were filled with grief, God offered them peace and hope in the promised Messiah!
Conclusion: Even today our world is filled with much pain and suffering, maybe those words describe your life – even today!  Here are two possible prayers of response:
· “Dear God, I don’t even know if you exist or not, but if you do, I’m angry with you!  My pain and suffering are your fault, not mine!”

· “Dear God, I know You exist; I can see Your great power and wisdom in all You created!  Also, from the Bible, I know you made a perfect world, but our sins have brought much pain and suffering.  Though I sometimes want to complain, I cry out to You for mercy and give You thanks for Jesus, my Savior!”
May the second prayer always be ours!   And all God’s people said: Amen!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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