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Based on Matthew 3:1-12
Second Sunday of Advent

December 7, 2008 ► Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Jesus said: “Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (NAS Luke 13:3)  So what is repentance?  It is true change brought about by the grace, blessing, and power of God!  He wants us to repent, He calls us to repent, and He enables us to repent, but are we repentant?  Let’s examine the evidence!
Introduction: Repentance – it’s a change of mind AND attitude AND action!  John the Baptizer called the people of his day to repent because “the kingdom of heaven is near.” (2)  Since it was near in John’s day, it is much more “near” in our day; therefore, God continues to issue this loving, urgent plea to all people: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” (2)
1. John was Different:
a. He “came, preaching in the Desert…” (1)  What a location!  By definition he was in a place where life generally does not exist, yet he was in the place where God sent him to serve!
b. 700 years earlier, Isaiah told of John’s coming:
 “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” (3)
i. Going our own way is sin (Isaiah 53:6), which always results in a crooked path and rejects the Lord and His ultimate rescue!
ii. Therefore, John’s call for a straight path was a call for repentance (Proverbs 3:5-6), which is worked by God and welcomes His ultimate rescue!
c. His “clothes were made of camel's hair,… His food was locusts and wild honey.” (4)  Lenski made this comment: “His very appearance was a stern sermon.  It was a call to all those who made food and drink, house and raiment their chief concern…”
  Instead, let us seek first His kingdom and His righteousness! (Mt. 6:33)
d. “People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.” (5)  Some went out of curiosity; some just went along with the crowd, but some went to hear a true prophet of God!

2. John Looked for the Evidence of Repentance:
a. As a ticket-taker at Brown’s Stadium expects all who enter to have a ticket, so John expected that all who approached him for baptism were repentant!  In other words he expected:
i. They had heard and looked into the mirror of God’s Word.
ii. They had made an honest comparison between God’s Holy Word and their sinful lives.

iii. They had been convicted – thus proven guilty of their sins – by the Holy Spirit.

iv. They had received the gift of faith to trust alone in the one true God for their forgiveness.

So, in regard to their former lives, (their minds had been enlightened, (their attitudes had been changed, and (their actions were now brand new!  The evidence of their repentance was both known within and on display to the world!
b. Therefore, the Pharisees and Sadducees were out of place!  John expected and looked for repentance, but he saw none – they did not confess nor did they have any true change – therefore, John said to them: 

i. “You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?” (7)  Lenski comments: “The very address is like a blow in the face.” (105)  John said in essence: You children of the devil, who warned you to flee…  But what does the Bible say?  “…the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.” (NAB 1 John 3:7-8)   Their evidence was sin, not righteousness!
ii. “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” (8)  John meant that “various acts…show a changed heart…  [Furthermore, John required] works of a type and character that [are] sufficient to show the actual presence of repentance in the heart.” (Lenski, 108)
iii. “And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.’” (9)  Lenski comments: “The old Jewish conviction was that all the physical descendants of Abraham, through Jacob, were safe from God’s wrath because of their father Abraham…” (109)  But that is false; such people are deceived!

iv. “The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” (10)  The trees to be cut down have been selected and the ax will soon sever the tree from its life-sustaining roots; therefore, NOW is the time to repent!
3. John Looked Ahead to the Final Judgment when he said: Jesus will gather “his wheat into the barn and burn… up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (12)  Even now, in this life, there are distinct differences between believers –those with the evidence of repentance, and nonbelievers – those who live in harmony with our sinful world!
Conclusion: (God has made us different, (different is good, and (it shows – there is evidence!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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� Though John proclaimed these words, God Himself was the speaker, while John was merely the human instrument!


� R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Matthew’s Gospel (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1943), 98.


� “…the estimated number he baptized during the brief period of a little over a year in which he labored was between 200,000 and 500,000.” (Ibid., 101)


� See Ezekiel 14:12-20





