“The Great Importance of the Holy Spirit 

in our Daily Christian Lives!”
Based on Various Passages
The Day of Pentecost – 50 days after Easter
May 10 & 11, 2008 ► Saturday at 5:00, Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Let us realize and rejoice in the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in our daily Christian lives: (connecting us to Christ, (helping us to understand the Word, (assuring us that we are the children of God, (empowering us to live for Christ, and so much more!
Introduction: The Day of Pentecost is a very important day in the church year!  As we remember significant events in our own lives by celebrating (birthdays, (baptism days, and (anniversaries, we do the same in the church by celebrating:
· Christmas – Jesus’ birthday!
· Good Friday – Jesus’ death to take away our sins!

· Easter – Jesus’ victory-proclaiming resurrection!
· Day of Pentecost – The Spirit’s coming to dwell within and greatly bless all believers!
Therefore, on this Day of Pentecost 2008, let us consider the work of the Holy Spirit in our daily Christian lives to (connect us, (teach us, (assure us, and (empower us!
1. Connect: Us sinners to (( Jesus our Savior!
a. To be saved we must be connected, but we could not connect ourselves: The Bible is clear:

i. We were dead in our sins! (Ephesians 2:1)
ii. We were blind to the things of God! (1 Cor. 2:14)
iii. We were enemies of God! (Romans 8:7)
Therefore, Martin Luther wrote: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him…”

b. God took action – by the Spirit through the Word – to connect us to our Savior: “God…made us alive with Christ even when we were dead…”
  Therefore, Martin Luther wrote: “…the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel…and kept me in the true faith.”

c. God continues to act – by the Spirit through the Word – to keep us connected to Christ:
i. “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being…” (NIV Ephesians 3:16)
ii. God “who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (NIV Philippians 1:6)
d. Connected people have been radically changed: Soon after Augustine's conversion, he met a prostitute whom he had known most intimately.  She called but he kept right on walking.  "Augustine," she called again.  "It is I!"  Then, without missing a beat and with a definite connection to Christ, he replied, "Yes, but it is no longer I."  For Augustine, the Spirit had made him a new creation in Christ! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

2. Teach: The precious truth of the Bible!
a. Looking ahead to the Day of Pentecost, Jesus said: “…when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.” (NIV John 16:13)  “…the Holy Spirit…will teach you all things…” (NIV John 14:26)
b. Notice the Spirit’s work: “Now we have received…the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God…” (NAS 1 Corinthians 2:12)
c. A beautiful ornate locked wooden box: Imagine if someone (gave you such a box, (told you there was no key, and (told you there was nothing in it.  Therefore, you put it in a prominent place and admired it for years, but never tried to open it – only to find out moments before you died that it actually contained a valid seven-figure check made out to “Cash.”  So what is the lesson?  Don’t treat your Bible as if it was a beautiful ornate locked wooden box!
3. Assure: That we are God’s very children!
a. The Spirit’s work: “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.” (NIV Romans 8:16)  But how does the Spirit confirm that blessed reality?
i. Through our feelings.  No!
ii. Through our family.  No!
iii. Through our friends.  No!
iv. Through our church.  No!
People are not truly assured but rather falsely deceived through all those ways!
b. The Spirit’s work ( through the Word:

i. Showing our sin (sos) and making us sorry.

ii. Showing our Savior (sos) and giving us faith.
iii. Showing us God’s will, and moving us to follow.  The Bible says: “…those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”
  Is He your leader?
4. Empower: To live for Christ!
a. Since Jesus lived and died for us, we who live through Him should desire to live for Him!
  Never in our own strength, but by the Spirit!  On one occasion the disciples “prayed,…were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”

b. Erasmus, the famous Renaissance scholar, once told this story: When Jesus returned to heaven, the angels inquired about His time on earth.  Jesus told of His miracles, teachings, death, and resurrection.  Then Gabriel spoke up, "But what happens now?"  Jesus said, "I have left behind eleven faithful apostles and a handful of men and women who have faithfully followed me.  They will declare My message and express My love.”  But Gabriel responded, "What if these people fail?  What is Your other plan?"  Jesus answered, "I have no other plan!"  Remember, the Holy Spirit is in us to melt us, mold us, and use us.

Conclusion: As mothers, fathers, youth, children, and all, let us never ignore Him or resist Him, but ever listen and follow in our daily Christian lives!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
Recent sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 7500 State Rd., Parma, Ohio 44134, 440-845-2230

� Apostles’ Creed, Third Article Explanation


� NIV Ephesians 2:1, 5; also see Romans 9:16


� Apostles’ Creed, Third Article Explanation; Ro 1:16; 10:17; Ja 1:18; 1 Pe 1:23


� Adrian Dieleman, Receive the Holy Spirit.


� NIV Romans 8:14


� 2 Corinthians 5:15; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 1:21, 27


� NIV Acts 4:31
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