“Our View of and Response to Our Governing Authorities”

Based on Romans 13:1-7
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost / Seventh after Trinity
July 3 & 6, 2008 ► Thursday at 7 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: As our nation celebrates its 232nd birthday, even as it falls further into corruption, let us rightly understand how to view and respond to our governing authorities!
Introduction: Do you respond to people based on (how they live or (who they represent?  Here’s what I mean: Do you listen to your pastor because he lives without sin (which is not true; Ecclesiastes 7:20) or because he represents God (by rightly teaching and preaching His Word)?  I hope you chose the second answer! (Acts 17:11)
Now, let’s think about our governing authorities.  Are they without sin?  By no means!  And who do they represent?  The Almighty God (whether they realize it or not)!
May this sermon clarify our view of our governing authorities and encourage us to respond in a God-pleasing way!

1. God has Established the Governing Authorities: 1 “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.”

a. Daniel said: "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. …he sets up kings and deposes them.” (NIV Daniel 2:20-21)
b. Jesus said to Pilate: "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.” (NIV John 19:11)
2. We Should View the Governing Authorities as God’s Representative: 2 “Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.”  Therefore Paul wrote these words to Titus: “Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good…” (NIV Titus 3:1)  We should do the same – except when the governing authorities want us to oppose the Word of God! (Acts 5:29)
3. God Works Through the Governing Authorities to Commend and to Punish: 
a. Commend: 3 “For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.”  It is right for all people, especially Christians – believers in Jesus Christ alone as Savior, to obey the governing authorities.  When we obey the law, flashing lights and blaring sirens do not make us nervous!  However, sometimes, when people not only obey but do good over and above what is required, people may be awarded, recognized, commended in a special way!

b. Punish: 4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”  As God works thru the governing authorities to commend, so He also works to punish – with a fine, imprisonment, or even death!
i. Therefore, Peter wrote: “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, …or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.” (NIV 1 Peter 2:13-14)
ii. Paul also wrote: “…no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins...” (1 Thessalonians 4:6)
4. God Calls Us to Submit for a Second Reason: 5 “Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.”  God the Father loves us, Jesus has redeemed us (thru His perfect living and sacrificial dying), and the Holy Spirit has made use holy (thru faith in Jesus); therefore, as the forgiven, loved, and heaven-bound children of God, we want to do all that is right!  Furthermore, we have this additional thought from Paul: “…there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.” (NIV Acts 24:15-16)
5. A Parallel Between Tax and Tithe: 6 “This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.”  As it is right to pay our taxes to the governing authorities, so it is right to pay our tithes to God!
a. Tax: In regard to paying taxes, Jesus said: "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." (NIV Matthew 22:21)
b. Tithe:

i. The Lord gave this command to Moses: “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.” (NIV Leviticus 27:30)
ii. These words should encourage us to tithe: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” (NIV Malachi 3:10)
Conclusion: In Jesus’ day (as in our day) the government was corrupt.  Jesus was even accused with these words: "We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar…" (NIV Luke 23:2)  Though accused, those accusations were false!  Though the government was corrupt, Jesus respected the government’s God-given authority!

Even today, God (has established our nation, (is sustaining our nation, and (is blessing us thru our nation with military protection, law enforcement, a stable economy, paved roads, and much more!  Therefore, with a proper view of our nation, let us (submit to the governing authorities and (give thanks for all the blessings that come to us from God through our nation!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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