“Fathers Take Action for Their Children!”
Based on Romans 5:6-15 NIV
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Fourth after Trinity
June 12 & 15, 2008 ► Thursday at 7 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Our heavenly Father (has sacrificed for us, (will save us, and (assures us!  Let us rejoice in those blessings, and even encourage earthly fathers to give similar blessings to their children!
Introduction: In connection with Father’s Day 2008, let us consider how fathers take action for their children – both our heavenly Father for us and earthly fathers for their children!
1. The Father Sacrificed for His Children: “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. [In other words,] While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (6, 8)
a. The Father for Us: Since we fell into sin, the Father knew we were (spiritually dead, (powerless to save ourselves, and (ungodly – “utterly hostile”
 to Him.  NEVERTHELESS, He promised to take action to save all people!  Then, when the time was just right, He “sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law [like you and me], to redeem those under law [by perfectly keeping the law in our place and dying to pay for our sins], that we might receive [through faith] the full rights of sons.”
  In a most powerful expression of love, the Father sacrificed His only Son to provide our greatest need – forgiveness!
b. Earthly Fathers for Their Children: How can they follow the example of their heavenly Father?  By sacrificially providing for the needs of their own children.  So the question becomes: What do our children really need?
i. They do need food, clothing, and shelter, but they especially need fathers who make the spiritual health of their children a top priority!
ii. They do need to learn to read and write, but they especially need to learn about God’s Holy Word – at home (from fathers), in Sunday School (from teacher), and in worship (from pastor)!

iii. They do need to be physically active – possibly in sports, but especially in living for Jesus Christ!  Therefore, fathers, let us lead by example!
2. The Father Will Save His Children: “Since we have now been justified [made holy] by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!” (9)
a. The Father for Us: Right now, through the blood Jesus shed on the cross and through our faith in Him, we are just and holy in His sight!  However, at the same time, we cannot completely stop sinning and our own death is growing closer every day.  So what will happen when we die?  Will God punish us – as our sins deserve?  No – and this is why: When we were God’s enemies, He took action to make us His holy children through Jesus; therefore, when we die with faith in Jesus, God will certainly bring us home to heaven through Jesus!  So, every day, thru our faith in Jesus, we live in peace, knowing this is true: “I am forgiven and I will be saved!”
b. Earthly Fathers for Their Children: No earthly father can eternally save his child; however, a father has countless golden opportunities to impress God’s Word upon his child – (when you sit, (when you walk, (when you drive, (when you lie down, and (when you get up; (how you speak and act; (with what you wear; (how you set your priorities; and (with what you display in your home.
  Then, through that real and living Word, God will impart His gift of salvation or strengthen your children – if they are already in Jesus Christ!  These surprising statistics show the great importance of fathers:
i. When only a mother brings her children to church, only 15% of children will stay in the church long term.
ii. However, when only a father brings his children to church, 55% of children will stay in the church long term!
  It must be even higher yet when both father and mother work together to be the (thorough, (faithful, and (courageous spiritual leaders of their household!
3. The Father Assures His Children: “For if the many died by the trespass of the one man [and we did all truly die by the trespass of Adam], how much more did God's grace [His undeserved love] and the gift [of eternal life] that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many [to all who receive Him; John 1:12; Acts 27:17b-18]!” (15)  In other words, sin is powerful to condemn, but God’s grace is even more powerful to save!
a. The Father for Us: Adam’s one sin automatically brought sin and death to all.  God’s grace in Christ offers forgiveness and life to all.  Note again: All people automatically receive sin and death, but eternal life must be personally received by faith!  And how is faith received?  Working through the means of baptism and the Word, the Holy Spirit enables us to trust in Jesus as our savior!  Then, thru those same means, the Father, by the Spirit, continually assures us of His forgiveness!
b. Earthly Fathers for Their Children: They have many opportunities to assure their children by truly (loving them, (providing for them, (leading them, (forgiving them, (teaching them, and, (consistently pointing them to Jesus their Savior!
Conclusion: What a heavenly Father we have, who sacrificed for us, will save us, and constantly assures us!  And what wonderful opportunities we have as earthly fathers, so let us ever seize them unto God’s glory!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse: “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” (NIV Romans 5:6)
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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