“Notice How Much God Loves Us!”

Based on Romans 8:28-39 NIV
11th Sunday after Pentecost / 10th after Trinity
July 24 & 27, 2008 ► Thursday at 7 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Life can be difficult; we could conclude that we must be on our own, that no one cares.  But today, let us be (comforted, (encouraged, and (lifted up as we notice how much God loves us!
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Introduction: Are you loved by others?  How can you tell?  What is the evidence of their love in your life?  Before you answer, keep in mind that love is action!  The Bible says: “…let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” (NAS 1 John 3:18)
But is positive action taken by others on our behalf always motivated by love?  By no means!  Many people – bankers, barbers, doctors, and police – help us according to our needs because they get paid, not because they love us!  However, in a very real sense, God is working thru them, whether they know it or not, to truly love us!
In today’s Epistle Text, let’s notice and rejoice in some of the other ways in which God our Father takes loving action on our behalf!
1. God foreknew us!  Even before creation, long before we were born, God knew that in time He would take action to connect us to Jesus our Savior!
2. God called us!  As sinful human beings we were helplessly trapped in our sins, But God lovingly called us to be His forgiven children – thru Baptism and the Word!   Even today God continues to call, but many are not currently listening!
3. God causes all things to work together for the good!  But what is meant by “the good” (28)?  That includes everything in our lives that mold us into “the likeness of his Son.” (29)  Even though our Christian lives are infected by sin, God is continuing to work – sometimes even in very painful ways – to increase our:

· Humility – I can’t do it but God can do it thru me!
· Obedience – I am convinced that God’s ways are best; therefore, I desire to follow them!
· Love – Having been skilled and empowered by the Spirit, I now take action to fulfill the needs of others!
4. God takes every step to save us!  Notice verse 30, which lays out the order of salvation; furthermore, note how God alone is our Savior – not us alone, not us and God, but God alone!
“And those [God] predestined [before time], [God] also called [in time thru Baptism and the Word]; those [God] called, [God] also justified [thru faith in Jesus, His Son]; those [God] justified, [God] also glorified [in heaven forevermore].” (30)  Some people think they chose God, but, in reality, He chose us long ago and He continues to take action for our eternal benefit!
5. God, who is almighty, is for us!  Therefore, nothing greater can be against us!  Jesus assured His disciples with these words: He said: “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” (NAS John 16:33)
6. God gave up His only Son for us!  We had fallen, we could not get up, we could not escape from our certain doom in the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth, so God took action by giving His Son to live, suffer, and die in our place!  Therefore, having been rescued in Christ, we can be certain that God will also give us everything else that we need!
7. God pronounces us to be justified in Christ!  Though we were guilty, God put our sins on Christ and pronounced Him to be guilty!  Furthermore, God looks upon us thru the saving work of Christ and declares us to be justified!  In other words, thru my faith-relationship with Jesus, God sees me JUST [as] IF I’D [never sinned]!  Furthermore, Jesus, our Savior, is speaking to God on our behalf!  For all who trust in Jesus, that is wonderful news!
8. God’s love for us is greater than all!  Though some assess a time of great trouble as the absence of God (like some did in connection with 9-11-2001), the poem, Footprints, assesses the same time as the closeness of God!  “When you saw only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you.”  Think of the athlete: No pain, no gain!  Or Proverbs 27:17: “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” (NIV)  Grief can result in growth!
Though we as Christians may be the recipients of difficulty, hatred, and pain, and though we will finally die in our bodies, let us remember:
· “…we are more than conquerors…” (37)
· “…everyone born of God overcomes the world.” (NIV 1 John 5:4)
· Nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (39)
Conclusion: And all God’s people said: Amen!
Now that you are more aware of God’s love for you, how will that blessed reality bring positive changes to your daily life? 

With your peace: _______________________________
____________________________________________
With understanding your circumstances: ______________
____________________________________________
With being sure of your salvation: ___________________
____________________________________________
With being confident of God providing your needs: _______
____________________________________________
With sharing this sermon with others: ________________
____________________________________________
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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