“The Liturgy in Symbols (for Children) – Part 1”

Based on Various Passages and our Lutheran Liturgy
17th Sunday after Pentecost / 16th after Trinity
September 6 & 7, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Most of us have worshiped liturgically for many years.  Today, through the use of symbols, may the Triune God increase our understanding of the liturgy and help us to worship in spirit and in truth!
Introduction: How many years have you been worshiping at a liturgical church, one with a prearranged order and specific components included in each service? ... You’ve been going through the motions of (singing, (responding, (praying, (listening, and (receiving, but:

· Do you know why?

· Have you reaped the benefits?

· Have you taught the meaning and importance of the liturgy to your children?

Today we begin a short series to try to help you give a confident “Yes” to those three questions!
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Our Mission is to Help All People:
 (
 Know Jesus Christ!

(
 Grow in their knowledge of God’s Word!

(
 Excel in Christ-like living!

( Acts of Gathering ( 
Our gathering itself proclaims Christ ( as our life and the life of the world!
1. Our life!  When we were baptized, God the Holy Spirit worked through the water and the Word to make us spiritually alive in Christ.  Therefore, we gather week-after-week to receive regular spiritual nourishment for ourselves!
2. The life of the world!  We also gather so that, having been taught the Word and fed the Supper, God may use us during the week for the life of the world – to show the world our new life in Christ and point the world to come and receive God’s free gifts of (forgiveness, (spiritual life, and (eternal salvation!
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((arise) OPENING HYMN: We stand and sing!
[image: image3.wmf]
Key Words: Sing to the Lord

Gathered as the forgiven children of God, we (open a hymnal, (stand in reverence, and (sing Christ-centered hymns for our instruction and unto God’s glory!
INVOCATION (Matthew 28:19): With these words we (remember God’s work to connect us to Christ in baptism and (ask the Triune God to forgive, instruct, feed, and encourage us through Word and Sacrament!
[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]P:

In the name of the Father and 


of the Son ( and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.
Key Word: Baptism
The Divine Service is God’s service to us; therefore, we call upon Him in the words of the Invocation!  Furthermore, we remember who God has made us to be through our baptism and ask Him to (forgive,( instruct, (feed, and (encourage us through Word and Sacrament during our journey through the liturgy!

Those who worship liturgically tend to emphasize gathering to receive FROM GOD, while those who have abandoned the liturgy tend to emphasize gathering to give TO GOD!  Though both are important, we gather primarily to receive but also respond with our thanks and praise!
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION (1 John 1:8–9; John 20:19–23): Confessing our sin, sorrow, and helplessness, and trusting in Jesus Christ as our Savior, we hear and receive God’s full forgiveness!
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Key Word: Forgiveness
In our prayer of confession, we (admit we have sinned, (acknowledge the punishment we deserve, (desire to turn from our sins, and (express our trust in Jesus – who lived and died for us and all – as our only Savior!
( Service of the Word ( 

Christ is present to teach us the Word for our nourishment, instruction, and guidance!
Now we turn our attention to God’s Holy Word!  On the basis of that Word we (ask for help thru the Kyrie, (praise God for keeping His promises thru the Hymn of Praise, (call out in prayer thru the Collect of the Day, (hear God answer through the Scripture Readings and Sermon, (confess what we believe thru the Creed, (pray for transformation through the Offertory, (give our thanks and seek our needs thru the Prayer of the Church, and (give our Tithes and Offerings in response to our blessings!
KYRIE (Greek for “Lord”) (Mark 10:47):

Like blind Bartimaeus, we ask Christ our Lord to have mercy by providing our needs!
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Key Word: Mercy
We, like blind Bartimaeus, believe in Jesus as our Savior and have received His forgiveness!  However, because of our many other needs, we call out to Jesus with faith, asking Him to be merciful to us by granting us the blessings we need – though we cannot earn them and do not deserve them!
Conclusion: Parents, adults, youth – let us grow in our understanding our liturgy, see how it is Bible-based and Christ-centered, benefit from it week-after-week, and teach it to our children!  And all God’s people said: Amen!  (Please join us next week for Part 2!)







