“The Liturgy in Symbols (for Children) – Part 4 of 4”

Based on Various Passages and our Lutheran Liturgy
20th Sunday after Pentecost / 19th after Trinity
September 27 & 28, 2008 ► Saturday at 5 ( Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: Most of us have worshiped liturgically for many years.  Today, through the use of symbols, may the Triune God continue to increase our understanding of the liturgy and help us to worship in spirit and in truth!
Introduction: In today’s final message on the liturgy in symbols, we focus on:
· The Agnus Dei – The Lamb God, which we sing right before communion.

· The Nunc Dimittis – The Now Dismiss, which we sing right after communion.

· The Benediction – The Blessing, which we receive and carry with us throughout the week.

By God’s grace, may we continue to grow in (our understanding of the liturgy, (our participation in the liturgy, and (our reception of God’s temporal and eternal blessings!
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Our Mission is to Help All People:
 (
 Know Jesus Christ!

(
 Grow in their knowledge of God’s Word!

(
 Excel in Christ-like living!

AGNUS DEI (Latin for “Lamb of God”) (John 1:29) (LSB 198) (sung by all): The many Old Testament sacrifices pointed ahead to the ultimate sacrifice of the Lamb of God, whose body and blood we now receive!
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Key Words: Takes Away our Sins
Each time we sing the Agnus Dei, may our thoughts connect (the original Passover lambs, (Jesus – the Ultimate Lamb, and (our sins having been taken away through Jesus.  Let me explain:

· In the days of Moses, when the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt, The Lord decreed: “Every firstborn son in Egypt will die…” (NIV Exodus 11:5)  However, the Lord also made a way of escape through the blood of an unblemished lamb.  The Lord said: “…when I see the blood [on your doorframes], I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.” (NIV Exodus 12:13)  Then, after that day, what continued to happen for approximately 1400 years?  Lamb after lamb after lamb was sacrificed to God!  But why?  So the people would (remember the Lord’s rescue in Egypt, (realize the condemning power of their sins, and (look with faith to the coming of the Ultimate Lamb!
· Then, in Jesus’ day, the Bible says that “John [the baptizer] saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” (NIV John 1:29)  In other words, Jesus is the Ultimate Lamb who will sacrifice Himself to take away the sin of the world!
· Now, in the Lord’s Supper, we receive the very body and very blood of that Ultimate Lamb (in, with, and under the bread and wine) to assure us of God’s full forgiveness!
In Moses’ day the people were saved from physical death, but we, through the blood of the Ultimate Lamb, are saved from (spiritual death and (eternal punishment!

DISTRIBUTION and DISMISSAL: We believe God’s Word and trust in Jesus as our Savior!


(
Those not communing – children, youth, and adults – are welcome to come forward for a spoken blessing; indicate so by crossing your arms.
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[image: image5.wmf]HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION: Related to Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins!
Key Words: Sing to the Lord

 ((arise) NUNC DIMITTIS (Latin for “now dismiss”) (Luke 2:29-32) (sung by all – after a short introduction): As Simeon was able to depart in peace, because he saw His Savior, so we now depart in peace, because we have received our Savior and the forgiveness He won for us and for all!
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Key Words: Dismiss in Peace
As we sing the Now Dismiss, let us remember Simeon, who saw the baby Jesus, “took him in his arms and praised God, saying: ‘Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation…’” (NIV Luke 2:28-30)  We sing the same words he spoke because, in the Lord’s Supper, with the eyes of faith, we have see and received Jesus in His very body and very blood.  Therefore, we are ready to be dismissed from the Supper and the Service, confident of God’s forgiveness and ready to live the week ahead, knowing that whether we live or die we are at peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!

( Acts of Sending ( 

Forgiven in Christ and filled with the Spirit, we go forth with joy to serve the Lord!
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BENEDICTION (Latin for “Blessing”) (Numbers 6:24-26) (LSB 166): The Lord blesses us by keeping us; shines His face upon us by loving us; and looks upon us with favor so that we can live in continual peace!

Key Words: Blessing and Peace

Throughout the liturgy God has been blessing us through Word and Sacrament – and we have been receiving those blessings through faith!  Now, just before we depart, God’s divine name, Yahweh, which we translate Lord, is placed upon us.  Yahweh Himself said: “…they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them." (NIV Numbers 6:27)
Let’s notice and receive the blessing offered in each part of the Benediction:
· The Lord bless you and keep you – He will bless you BY KEEPING YOU in Christ through His Word!
· The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you – He will graciously / lovingly / undeservedly PROVIDE ALL OF YOUR NEEDS!
· The Lord: lift up His countenance upon you (KJV) / turn His face toward you (NIV) / look upon you with favor (LSB) and give you peace – He will constantly look upon you favorably through Christ, which will FILL YOU WITH PEACE!

Conclusion: A quote from, Worshiping with Angels and Archangels: “In the Divine Service, we come before God with nothing to offer but the magnitude of our sin.  But out of His great love for us, by the sacrifice of His only Son, the Lamb of God, we do not receive what we deserve.  Instead, God grants us His gifts and gives us blessing upon blessing.” (Concordia Publishing House, 43) And all God’s people said: Amen!
Information for Church, Secretary, and Pastor
Church Phone: 440-845-2230  (  Church Website: blc7500.com

Secretary E-Mail: Secretary@blc7500.com  (  Pastor E-Mail: Pastor@blc7500.com

Pastor Home: 440-842-0694  (  Pastor Cell: 440-552-3482
The entire color copy of The Liturgy in Symbols for Children is available on our website; see our Kids & Teens page!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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