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Based on Various Passages

First Sunday in Advent

November 30, 2008 ► Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: As we begin the season of Advent, let us understand and benefit from the three comings of Christ!
Introduction: Over the past twelve months we have moved through the six seasons of the church year:
1. Advent: Jesus is coming!
(We get ready to celebrate His first coming and remain ever-ready for His second coming!)
2. Christmas: Jesus is born!
(We rejoice in Jesus who was long-ago promised, Holy Spirit conceived, and virgin born!)
3. Epiphany: Jesus is God!
(Through Jesus’ miraculous birth, Magi visit, teaching with authority, amazing miracles, and heavenly transfiguration, we know that He is the promised Savior of the whole world!)
4. Lent: Jesus died for our sins!
(Now that we know who Jesus is, He completes His mission by being arrested, beaten, and crucified, bearing our sins and our punishment, shedding His precious blood, and giving His life!)
5. Easter: Jesus is risen!
(Needing hope and assurance, God the Father raised Jesus from the dead to confirm the reliability of His teachings, the completion of His saving work, and the certainty of our own resurrection!)
6. Pentecost / Trinity: Through Jesus we live!
(At Bethlehem we call the sixth, final, and longest season by two names:

a. The first and longer name is related to the last Sunday in the season of Easter when God poured out the Holy Spirit upon the believers.  We use that name to constantly remind us of the Holy Spirit who dwells within those who trust in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

b. The second and shorter name is related to the Triune God – the Father who created us, the Son who redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit who sanctified us (made us holy in God’s sight by connecting us by faith to Jesus our Savior.)
Now, as we begin a brand new church year season with the season of Advent, we turn our attention to the three comings of Christ:
1. First Coming – Christ came in humility to save us:  But why did we need to be saved?  Apart from Christ, all people are (spiritually blind, (spiritually dead, and (spiritual enemies of God!
  Furthermore, apart from Jesus Christ, all people – whether they feel it or admit it or not – are helpless and hopeless!
  Therefore, “when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”
  In other words, the Son of God (set aside His glory, (left His heavenly home, and (entered our world of sin and death in order to save us!  That is the first coming of Christ, which we joyfully celebrate every Christmas!  Please continue to share the true meaning of Christmas with others!
2. Second Coming – Christ will come in glory to take us home:  That has been our focus over the last two weeks.  The Bible says: God “has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed”
 – our Lord Jesus Christ!  He will certainly come – like a thief in the night!  Only one thing makes us ready for that awesome day – a real, personal, saving relationship with Jesus!  He stated that good news with these words: “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”
  But how do we remain in constant readiness for His coming?
3. Third Coming – Christ comes continually in Word and Sacrament to guide and strengthen us:  
a. Guidance – laying out the plan: As a coach has a plan for his players and a supervisor has a plan for his workers, so our heavenly Father has a plan for us – His very children!  He wants us to faithfully hear and read the Bible – believing it to be His very Word!  Then, through that Word, God will (show us our sins, (assure us of His forgiveness in Christ, and (show us His plan for our thoughts, our words, and our actions!
b. Strength – to follow the plan: As physical food (nourishes, (strengthens, and (encourages our bodies, so the Sacrament gives those same blessings to our souls!  God is constantly reminding us of these realities:

i. You have sinned, but I still love you!
ii. Your sins are many, but they are all forgiven thru your faith in My Son!
iii. The world is lost, but you have been found thru Baptism and My Word!
iv. The world is deceived, but I have made the truth known to you!
Therefore – remembering our eternal blessings in Christ and thankful for His first coming – let us gladly and faithfully receive God’s life-sustaining blessings of Word and Sacrament!
Conclusion: Please join us on Wednesdays during this season of Advent – December 3, 10 & 17 at 11 & 7 – to learn more about the three comings of Christ!
And all God’s people said: Amen!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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