“Sex Inside of Marriage”
What does the Bible say?  Part 1 of 3
Based on Various NIV Passages
Second Sunday after Pentecost / First Sunday after Trinity
May 22 & 25, 2008 ► Thursday at 7:00, Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Introduction: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!  With this sermon I’m beginning a three-week series entitled: Sex…  What does the Bible say?  (Week 1: “Inside of Marriage,” (Week 2: “Outside of Marriage,” and (Week 3: “Between Men or Women.”  But why focus on such a topic?  Because, in today’s world, many, even within our own church body, maybe even at Bethlehem, are confused about what the Bible says on the topic.

Knowing the truth is not complicated: The Holy Spirit (connects us to Christ (thru Baptism and the Word), (teaches us the Bible, and (enables us to live for Christ!  I hope those realities summarize your life!  However, at last year’s National Youth Gathering, over 2,000 LCMS high school youth (active church mem.) gave some shocking answers in response to what they believed and/or practiced regarding sex:
· “58% said pre-marital sex is always wrong…” – implying that 42% probably think it is not always wrong!

· “61% claimed never to have engaged in sexual intercourse…” – implying that 39% probably have!
Those results, and others to be shared in two weeks, are the reasons why we are looking at this topic!   However, before we get into what the Bible identifies as sexually sinful, today we focus on the blessed relationship between husband and wife within the bond of marriage!  May God make us and/or keep us true believers in Christ, so that we always desire to know and follow His Holy Word!
1. Genesis 2:18-24 – God made a suitable helper for Adam!
18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. [A basic reality of God’s creation; therefore, He said:] I will make a helper suitable for him." 
Verses 19-20 should be viewed as being in parenthesis; before God created the woman, Adam saw and named “all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. ... But for Adam no suitable helper was found.”  Or, as Kretzmann put it: “No animal was fit for intimate companionship with man, owing to the entire dissimilarity of body and spirit.” (Kretzmann, 1:6)
Therefore, 22 “…the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man [from one person the Lord God made two], and he brought her to the man [to make them one again in marriage or holy wedlock].”
Today, a man and a woman come from two families to begin their own; then united together as husband and wife, “they…become one flesh” – “...as though they were one single person.” (Kretzmann, 1:7)  But what is meant by “one flesh”?  The phase appears only five times in the NIV Bible, with references 2-5 quoting Genesis 2, but 1 Corinthians 6:16 points to its sexual meaning: “…he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.’"  In other words, “...the statement refers to the legitimate sexual union that is consummated in marriage, [but not] the legitimacy of the union.” (Lenski, 264)  Though “one flesh” can occur outside of marriage, this phrase could be used to describe God’s intended and perfect order: Adam and Eve up in a tree K-I-S-S-I-N-G, first comes love, then comes marriage, then comes sex and the baby carriage!
2. Genesis 1:27-28 – “Be fruitful and increase in number…”
God (Elohim, Gods – the Triune God) created “male and female,” then He “blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number…’”  Adam and Eve were brought together to (help each other according to their needs, (love each other as they love themselves, and (increase in number through their sexual relationship!
3. 1 Corinthians 7:1-5 – The marital duty of husbands and wives!  In this section, Paul addressed a specific situation in the wicked city of Corinth, but also the general sexual relationship between a husband and his wife.
1 “…It is good for a man not to marry.”  Either state, married or unmarried, can be excellent and pleasing to God.  However, because most men and women have a sexual attraction to each other, 2 “…each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband.”  What is being implied?  Sex is outside of marriage is sin; therefore, if you have such a desire, get married!
3 “The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.”  The CSSB explains that verse with these words: “Married couples should have normal sexual relations.” (1754)
4 “The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.”  Lenski notes: “…in regard to their sexual relation[ship] both are on the same level, both have equally lost their authority or right over their body, both have transferred that authority equally to the other.” (276)
5 “Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.”  In part, people are married to fulfill their sexual desire with each other in a way that is pleasing to God; therefore, to “deprive” is counter to an important purpose of marriage.  But some may agree together to do so for a time, similar to those who agree to fast for a time.
4. Ephesians 5:22-33 – Wives and husbands have important responsibilities!
22 “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”  Lenski notes: “This is not a text on the inferiority of women to men; it is a text on the Christian marriage relation.” (625)  As we voluntarily and gladly give in to the will of the Lord, so wives are called to do so in regard to their husbands.  That is stated in light of this instruction: 25 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…”  Again, Lenski notes: “…the love now described [should be] of such a kind that makes it a delight for the wife to subject herself to such a loving husband.” (630)
Conclusion: God unites a man and a woman in marriage to (help each other, (love each other, (increase in number, and (keep each other from sexual immorality.  For all who are currently married, and all who will be married in the future: May our gracious heavenly Father grant you a marriage that is: (Bible-based, (Christ-centered, (Spirit-powered, (joy-filled, and (life-long!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
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