“Sex Between Men or Women”
What does the Bible say?  Part 3 of 3
Based on Genesis 19:1-7; Leviticus 20:13; Romans 1:18-32; Jude 5-7
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost / Third Sunday after Trinity
June 5 & 8, 2008 ► Thursday at 7:00, Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45
Introduction: Sex – What does the Bible say?  So far, in parts 1&2, God has clearly shown us through His Word that He:

· Encourages sex inside of marriage so that husband and wife can (love each other as they love their own bodies (Eph. 5:22-33), (increase in number (Gen. 1:27-28), and (keep each other from sexual immorality (1 Cor. 7:1-5).
· Prohibits sex outside of marriage so that (no one excludes him/herself from the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10; Eph. 5:5-7; 1 Thess. 4:3-8) and (all Christians glorify God by (looking at others in a God-pleasing way (Mt. 5:27-28), (fleeing from immorality (1 Cor. 6:18-20), and (not even giving a hint of immorality (Eph. 5:3).
Today our topic turns to homosexuality – a man with a man, and a woman with a woman!  Before we look at what the Bible says, what results were given by over 2,000 high school youth at last year’s LCMS national youth gathering?

· “66% said homosexuality is always wrong…” – implying that 34% believe it is sometimes acceptable.  A much stronger answer was given by 23% who said: “it’s nobody’s business to say homosexuality is a sin.”
· “15% indicated they would allow same-sex marriage.”

Answers like that, as well as (the continual push for us to consider homosexuality an acceptable life-style and (the recent legalization of gay marriage in California, has brought us to this sermon!  So what does the Bible say?
1. Genesis 19:1-7 – What happened at Sodom?  1 The two angels
 arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city [Probably because he had “become a member of Sodom’s ruling council.” CSSB]. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 "My lords," he said, "please turn aside to your servant's house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning." "No," they answered, "we will spend the night in the square." 3 But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. [Lot was probably very well aware of what would happen to men who spent the night in the square.] He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate. 4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom-- both young and old-- surrounded the house. [Notice who was included: “all the men from every part…both young and old.”] 5 They called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them." [Was that request pleasing to God?  By no means!]  6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 7 and said, "No, my friends. Don't do this wicked thing.” [Therefore, the Bible says: “…the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah…” (19:24) Even today, sodomy – defined as an unnatural sex act, is another name for homosexuality!]
2. Leviticus 20:13 – What is God’s attitude about homosexuality? 13 If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death… [It is a sinful, detestable act; however, we do not promote any physical harm to homosexuals, but rather spiritual concern and a call to repent and believe!]
3. Romans 1:18-32
a. Wickedness smothers the truth - 18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. [How are important truths being smothered?  By teaching the lies of evolution as fact, proclaiming good works as a way to heaven, and promoting homosexuality as an acceptable way of life!  But all who do so have no legitimate excuse:] 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him [which is always right and fitting], but their thinking became futile [useless] and their foolish hearts were darkened [Without the light and truth of God’s Holy Word]. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. [- an extreme breaking of the First Commandment!]
b. Homosexuality is degrading, shameful, unnatural, and indecent - 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. [“God allowed sin to run its course as an act of judgment.” CSSB; see 2 Thess. 2:10b-12] 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie [rejecting the Bible, but believing the world], and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator-- who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. [Man-to-man and woman-to-woman is shameful, unnatural, and perverse, all of which leads to God’s eternal wrath!]
c. Though they know they deserve death, they themselves continue and encourage others - 28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God [as He revealed in His creation and in His Word, and rejected Him; therefore], he gave them over to a depraved [worthless, corrupted] mind [which is fully controlled by the sinful nature], to do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.
4. Jude 5-7 – Who are an example of those punished in eternal fire? 5 …the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home-- these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.
Conclusion: Even though the sinful world and many so called Christian Church bodies have proclaimed homosexuality to be acceptable – even to God, His Word is clear!  Homosexuality (is unnatural, (is sinful, and (leads to a certain and terrifying eternal fire!  Therefore, in true love, the Father has made Himself know in His creation, the Son in His living and dying for our sins, and the Holy Spirit in His work through the Bible to (show us the truth, (make us sorry, and (enable us to trust in Jesus unto our full forgiveness and entrance into heaven!  So, in regard to all sin, may God continually enable us to (repent, (believe, and (live unto His glory!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
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� Who were they?  Yoel Natan, in The Jewish Trinity, 84, believes they were literally the second and third Persons of the Holy Trinity, the Son and the Holy Spirit.





