“Are YOU Being Transformed into His Likeness?”

Based on 2 Corinthians 3:15-18 and Other Passages
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
(
The Transfiguration of our Lord
Sunday  (  February 22, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: To answer today’s sermon title, we must (understand what Jesus is like, (learn how God does His transforming work, and ( order our lives to receive God’s blessings!
Introduction:  Dear friends, God is ready and willing to bring about two wonderful changes in the lives of all people:

(1) God wants to make all people new in Christ!
(2) For all who have been made new in Christ, God wants to transform them into the likeness of Jesus Christ regarding their (growth in the Word and (love for other people!

Though many try to keep the law for salvation, the Bible says: “…the letter [of the law] kills…”
 – WHY, because we cannot keep it perfectly!  Nevertheless, many try – thinking they can merit heaven.  For those who try, the Bible says “a veil covers their hearts… But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away…”
  That turning to the Lord is God’s work by the Spirit thru the Word!  Though “the letter [of the law] kills,… the Spirit gives life”
 in Christ both now and forever!
And who is Christ?  He is God in the flesh, who voluntarily died so that we could live!  Then, having received God’s gift of life in Christ, God continues to work in our lives to transform us into the likeness of Christ!

1. So What is the likeness of Jesus Christ?  
a. He studied the Scriptures – When Jesus was 12 years old his parents “found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.” (Luke 2:46 NIV)
b. He sought God’s will through prayer – “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will.” (Matt. 26:39 NIV)
c. He helped people in need – “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.” (Matt. 14:14 NIV)
d. He loved us in the greatest way – Jesus said: “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13 NIV)  Then He did just that!
2. How Does God Do His Transforming Work?  He transforms people into the likeness of Christ especially through the Bible!
a. “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness…” (2Tim. 3:16 NAS) 
b. Jesus asked the Father through prayer to bless His disciples through the Bible: “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.” (John 17:17 NAS)
c. “…be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2 NAS)
3. How Does God’s Transforming Work Show in Our Lives? Jesus said: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another,… By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35 NAS)  As God does His transforming work in our lives through His Word, our love for others will surely show and grow!
Conclusion:  Let us pray: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen!
How is God Transforming YOUR Life?

Check all that apply to YOU
· Through my faithful spirit and truth Worship Attendance

· Through my faithful Bible Class Attendance

· Through my Scripture Memory

· Through our Family Devotions

· Through my Personal Bible Reading

· Through my Personal Daily Devotions

· Through my Christian Fellowship

· Through my Telling the Good News

· Through: _____________________________________________
· He’s not because I don’t have time to read the Bible

· He’s not because I think I can believe in Jesus without the Bible

· He’s not because I am only going through the motions

· He’s not because I think all people will go to heaven
· He’s not because spiritual things are not important to me
God’s Work in our lives – by the Spirit through the Word – should never cease until God takes us home to heaven!

Physical Life – (is begun by God in conception, (grows by God from infancy to adulthood, (declines in strengthen and dies because of sin!  This curve represents a person’s physical life from conception to death(
Spiritual Life – (is begun by God in baptism, (is continued by God through the Bible, and (should ever increase until the moment God takes us home to heaven!
This line represents the heaven-bound Christian(
This line represents the hell-bound Christian(
What is going on in YOUR life?  Let’s be honest: good, kind, thoughtful, nice, hardworking people do not automatically go to heaven; only those who remain in, cling to, and abide in, Jesus Christ!
This Week’s Memory Verse: NAS  Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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