“Some Very Special Relationships”

God the Father ( His Children in Christ

The Apostle Paul ( The People of Corinth

Fathers ( Their Own Children

Based on 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 and Other Passages
3rd Sunday after Pentecost / 2nd after Trinity / Father’s Day – 2009
Saturday, June 20 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, June 21 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Relationships are important!  God said: “It is not good for the man to be alone.” (Gen. 2:18)  So today we examine some key relationships and their ingredients!
Introduction:  Let us pray.  Dear Father in heaven, on this Father’s Day 2009, we give thanks for our relationships: (with You, (with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and (with our families!  Please bless our relationships so they are centered in Christ and always continue to grow!  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen!
As I spoke earlier in this service about the abilities of tape, staples, and bolts to hold things together, let’s consider how God is at work to hold our relationships together in Christ!
1. God the Father ( His Children in Christ – The Bible says:  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1 NIV)
a. How did our relationship with God begin?  God so loved us that He gave His Son to take away our sins (John 3:16; 1:29); then God took further action to unite to His Son and the benefits of His work (Titus 3:5; James 1:18)!
b. How does our relationship with God continue?  As we use the Bible (John 8:31-32; Philippians 2:12-13), God works through it to keep us in Christ (Acts 20:32)!  So what holds us to Christ?  Not tape or staples, but God’s work through the Bible!
2. The Apostle Paul ( The People in Corinth: (2 Cor. 6:1-13)
a. The current situation (v. 1):  The people (knew Paul and (heard about God’s grace (His undeserved love), but were not yet saved!  In other words, they knew things about Jesus, but they did not trust in Jesus as their Savior!  Lenski made this comment:  “’The grace of God’ sounds good…, and [many] readily accept it; but they do not let it penetrate them so that the power of this grace works in them.  [Then he adds:] What a pity if they accepted it only in an empty way!”
  As Paul did not want that to be true for the people in Corinth, so neither do I want that to be true for any of you!
b. The desired situation:  Paul wanted the Corinthians to receive Christ in a real and beneficial manner!  Furthermore, Paul knew that the time of God’s favor for the people of Corinth was right then; therefore, he wrote:  2 “…now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.”  The point is this:  Today could be the last opportunity for you or your loved ones to receive Christ, so don’t put it off!
c. Paul’s loving actions toward the people of Corinth: Verses 4-10 include a grand list of sufferings which express Paul’s sincere concern for the Corinthians.  He endured: 4 “…troubles, hardships… 5 …beatings, imprisonments…, sleepless nights and hunger; [furthermore, Paul and those working with him were:]  8 …genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; …beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.”
d. This is Paul’s call to the people of Corinth to repent:  12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange …open wide your hearts also.”  In other words, receive the grace of God – not in vain but in a real and beneficial way!  Then the result will be your affection flowing to us, even as ours has been flowing to you!  So what holds Christians in fellowship with each other?  Not nuts and bolts, but God – who keeps us in Christ and in fellowship with each other!
3. Fathers ( Their Own Children – Fathers have the potential to have a tremendous, positive, godly influence upon their children!
a. Some good examples:  Zechariah – the father of John the Baptizer (Luke 1:5-25, 57-80), and Zebedee – the father of James and John (Matthew 4:21-22).  Why was their influence tremendous, positive, and godly?  Because they (trusted in God, (believed the Scriptures, and (impressed them upon their children!  Even though our information is limited, we can see evidence of those godly fathers in the lives of their godly children:
i. Jesus said this about John the Baptizer:  “I tell you the truth:  Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist.” (Matt. 11:11 NIV)
ii. James and John were some of Jesus’ closest followers; they (became fishers of men, (saw Jesus transfigured, and (were with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane!
b. This is God’s will for our lives as fathers / parents:  God calls us – as His forgiven children in Christ – to (put Him first, (abide in His Word, and (impress that Word upon our children!  Are such things of huge importance?  Let me answer that question with a question:  Do you want your children to go to heaven?  The answer to both is: “YES!”
c. Today’s statistics are SHOCKING:  Most children – 80 to 90% – do not continue in Christ!  What does that look like?  If we had 20 children in Sunday School, only 2, 3 or 4 of them would actually make it to heaven!  That is terribly sad, but what is the key difference in the lives of the 2, 3 or 4?  They have fathers / parents who (put God first, (abide in His Word, and (impress that Word upon their children!
Conclusion:  Since I love you, care about you, and want you and your children to be saved, I’m begging you to (put God first, (abide in His Word, and (impress that Word upon your children!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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