“Forgive Our Fearful Lack of Trust!”
The Disciples in the Garden

Based on Mark 14:48-52
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday ( February 25, 2009 ( 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: Our 2009 Midweek Lenten Services focus on six people or groups of people who needed the forgiveness for which Christ prayed from the cross – Father forgive them!  By comparing their behavior with ours, we can gain insights into our own shortcomings or receive warnings about the temptations that abound as we try to live lives of repentance.
Introduction:  Dear friends, do we trust in the Lord with all our heart – with our entire being? (Prov. 3:5)  If we did, we would always do whatever the Lord said!  But there is a battle raging within us!  Even though our new nature always wants to trust and obey, our old nature is always tempting us to doubt and disobey – and many times we fall!  Therefore, we need to cry out in repentance: Father, forgive our fearful lack of trust!
When we know we have doubted and sinned, we ask God to (forgive us, (show us why we fell into sin, and (strengthen us for the next temptation.  In this sermon – as we think about the disciples before, during, and after their garden-of-Gethsemane desertion – may the Triune God continually fortify us against all future temptations!
1. Before – their Garden of Gethsemane Desertion! 
a. Jesus warned His disciples: “it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ …[In response] Peter declared, ‘Even if all fall away, I will not.’ …‘Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.’  And all the others said the same.” (Mark 14:27, 29, 31 NIV)
b. The disciples put logic over the Word: Though Jesus had declared, “it is written,” – and though such things will always come to pass – the disciples were confident in themselves: We will NEVER disown you!  But what does the Bible say?  “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty [proud] spirit before a fall.” (Prov. 16:18 NIV)  Though the disciples spoke with much boldness, their trust was in themselves!  What about you; in what or whom are you trusting – (for your salvation, (for your health, (for your job, (for your continuing relationship with Jesus Christ?
2. During – their Garden of Gethsemane Desertion!  
a. Judas led a large crowd to arrest Jesus: As soon as He was arrested, Jesus said: “Am I leading a rebellion,… that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me.  But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” (Mark 14:48-49 NIV)  Again, Jesus reminded us that whatever is written in the Bible will certainly come to pass.  Therefore, let us know it, believe it, and rightly respond to it!

b. None of Jesus’ disciples kept his promise: The Bible says: “…everyone deserted him and fled. [To show their complete determination to flee, the Bible records this incident:] A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus.  When they seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.” (Mark 14:50-50 NIV)
c. So why did they flee?  We tend to abandon our Lord when our faith is the weakest!  (They trusted their sinful selves over God’s Holy Word; (they slept rather than watch (to be ready) and pray (to be strengthened); (they were weakened by Judas’ betrayal; and (their concern was for their physical rather than their spiritual / eternal lives!

i. Jesus had previously told His disciples: “…do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul…” (Matt. 10:28 NAS)  Nevertheless, they feared and they fled!
ii. What do we fear?  The loss of sinful pleasures, friends, income!  Though Jesus said: Seek first My kingdom and My righteousness and everything you need will be given to you! (Matt. 6:33)  We have been weak and fearful, thus we have trusted in (ourselves, (our jobs, and (our possessions!  So let us cry out: Father, forgive our fearful lack of trust!  Furthermore, let us be certain that in Jesus Christ we have received God’s wonderful gift of full forgiveness!  Let’s always rejoice in these words of the Lord: “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (Jer. 31:34 NIV)
3. After – their Garden of Gethsemane Desertion!  The disciples needed to return to the Word, renew their faith, and be strengthened for their lives ahead!
a. Jesus said: “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.  Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.” (Rev. 3:19-20 NAS)  Jesus loves us, so (He expresses His disapproval with our fear, (He calls us to grow in our relationship with Him – through the Word, and (He calls us to trust in Him above all things!
b. God wants to work a wonderful change in our lives: As He moved the disciples from a fearful lack of trust to courageous obedience, so God wants to work the same in our lives!  Though the disciples had fled in the garden, God transformed their lives!  After the Day of Pentecost, the disciples were beaten for proclaiming Christ!  They did not flee; furthermore, the Bible says: They “left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name [of Jesus].” (Acts 5:41 NIV)
Conclusion:  So let us conclude this message – not filled with fear, neither filled with pride – but asking our heavenly Father to (keep drawing us to the Word, (keep filling us with the Spirit, and (keep granting us the courage we need whenever we need it to boldly identify ourselves with our Lord Jesus Christ!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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