“Forgive Our Desire to Defy Your Divine Authority!”
The Sanhedrin

Based on Mark 14:60-65
2nd Wednesday of Lent
Wednesday ( March 4, 2009 ( 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
[image: image1.wmf]Sermon Theme: Our 2009 Midweek Lenten Services focus on six people or groups of people who needed the forgiveness for which Christ prayed from the cross – Father forgive them!  By comparing their behavior with ours, we can gain insights into our own shortcomings or receive warnings about the temptations that abound as we try to live lives of repentance.  Today’s focus: Forgive Our Desire to Defy Your Divine Authority! (The Sanhedrin)
Introduction:  Dear friends, who is on the throne of your heart; in other words, at the center of your personality / character and controlling your mind, emotions, and will?  Though we should answer: Jesus the Christ, we must admit that – to some extent – we are all sinfully controlling (what we think, (what we feel, and (what we do!  Therefore – to some extent – we are like the members of the Sanhedrin and need to cry out in prayer: Lord Jesus, forgive our desire to defy Your divine authority!
In this sermon, as we remember some of the ways in which the Sanhedrin demanded their own way – no matter what, so let us realize that we have done the same – and repent!

1. Two Examples of Sin:  Jesus said these words either about or to the teachers of the law and the Pharisees on Tuesday of Holy Week (the famous seven woes):
a. Words ( actions – (about them) “…do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.” (Mt. 23:3 NIV)  What is the problem with that?  James wrote: “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude [deceive] themselves.” (James 1:22 NAS)  As believers in Jesus Christ, we KNOW the Bible is God’s Word, thus we KNOW it is best, but do we faithfully do it?  Let us admit that we, like the members of the Sanhedrin, have – at least to some extent – defied God’s divine authority!
b. Inside ( outside – (to them) “You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean.” (Mt. 23:27 NIV)  Jesus also said these similar words to the Pharisees: “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” (Matt. 15:8 NIV)  So what about us?  We get dressed up on the outside and come to church, but what is going on in our hearts?  (Do we really want to be here?  (Are we really sorry for our sins?  (Are we worshipping in spirit and truth?  (Do we really trust alone in Jesus Christ as our only Savior?  (Is Jesus Christ really on the throne of our hearts?
2. Jesus’ Trial Before the Sanhedrin:
a. Who was present?  “They took Jesus to [Caiaphas] the high priest, and all the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law came together.” (Mark 14:53 NIV)
b. What should be the purpose of a trial?  To truthfully determine – based on solid evidence – whether the person being tried is innocent or guilty.

c. What was their purpose?  “The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any.” (Mark 14:55 NIV)  They cared nothing about the truth or solid evidence, they just wanted Jesus out of the way – and they were willing to do whatever it took to get their way!
d. What was the problem with the false witnesses?  “…their statements did not agree.” (Mark 14:56 NIV)  That was a big problem – because the OT law says: “…no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.” (Deut. 17:6 NIV)
e. Why did the high priest himself begin to question Jesus?  Since he was so determined for Jesus to be found guilty unto death – and none of his evil schemes were working – he himself got involved!

f. What was the key question?  Caiaphas asked Jesus: “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”  “I am,” said Jesus. (61-62) (“And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
)  With that answer, Jesus declared Himself to be the promised Messiah, the very Son of God!
g. How did the high priest react?  To express great shock at Jesus’ answer he tore his clothes, which was against the Old Testament law.
  He also declared Jesus guilty of blasphemy – because He claimed to be God!  The Bible says: “…anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be [stoned] to death.” (Lev. 24:16 NIV)  But since Jesus really is God, He did not break the law, so He did not deserve death!
h. How could the members of the Sanhedrin have been so blind?  Hundreds of years earlier, the Holy Spirit had moved Isaiah to write this prophecy: “…your God will come,… Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.” (Isaiah 35:4-6 NIV)  Jesus had done all such things – and even much more – yet the members of the Sanhedrin were blinded by their sinful determination to have things their own way!  So they “all condemned [Jesus] as worthy of death.” (64)
3. Forgiveness in Jesus:  Though we have all fallen into sin, I pray that God has now made each one of us brand new in Jesus Christ!  Furthermore, may that true change on the inside boldly show on the outside!
a. Joseph and Nicodemus:  Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin and Nicodemus was a Pharisee; nevertheless, they showed the true nature of their changed hearts by requesting Jesus’ body and giving it a proper burial!
b. You and me:  Though we have all pushed Jesus off the throne of our hearts and gone our own way at times, let us continually repent and show forth in all our ways that we are God’s forgiven children in Christ!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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� 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. (Dan. 7:13 NIV)


The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” (Psalm 110:1 NIV)


� Leviticus 10:6; 21:10





