“Forgive Us When We Despise Your Great Salvation”
The Mob in Pilate’s Court

Based on Matthew 27:15-26 and Other Passages
3rd Wednesday of Lent
Wednesday ( March 11, 2009 ( 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: Our 2009 Midweek Lenten Services focus on six people or groups of people who needed the forgiveness for which Christ prayed from the cross – Father forgive them!  By comparing their behavior with ours, we can gain insights into our own shortcomings or receive warnings about the temptations that abound as we try to live lives of repentance.
Introduction:  Dear Friends, last Wednesday we focused on the Sanhedrin – the Jewish leaders who: (arrested Jesus, (encouraged false witnesses, (wrongly accused Him of blasphemy, and (condemned Him as worthy of death.

Today we focus on Jesus’ Roman trial before Pilate.  As we look at the trial we will consider various ways in which the people rejected Jesus as their Savior.  We will also consider our tendency to do the same!  In both cases we need to cry out: Father, forgive us when we despise Your great salvation!
1. We Want to do Right, but We do Wrong!
a. Pilate:  He was supposed to maintain justice – and it seems he really wanted to; therefore, three separate times, he said these words to the crowd in regard to Jesus: “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”
  Pilate believed Jesus was truly innocent, but what did he ultimately do?  He handed Jesus over to be crucified!
b. You and me:  In Christ we are God’s forgiven children; therefore, according to our new natures, we desire to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves – we want to do right!  But the Bible tells us the truth: “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.” (Eccl. 7:20 NAS)  Though we want to do right, we do wrong – and every wrong is (against God, (against our Lord Jesus Christ, and (against God’s gift of salvation!  Therefore, let us cry out:  Father, forgive us when we despise Your great salvation!
2. We Tend to Go Along with the Crowd!  
a. Pilate’s Offer:  Pilate, still wanting to do right, followed his custom by offering to release one prisoner to the crowd – and Pilate assumed the choice of the crowd would be Jesus over Barabbas!
i. Barabbas:  Matthew called him “a notorious prisoner” (16), thus he was well-known or talked about but in a harsh manner!  Mark records that Barabbas was an insurrectionist – thus a rebel or revolutionary, who had committed murder in the uprising (15:7).  And John notes that Barabbas was a robber (18:40).  So Barabbas – in many ways – was a threat to the people!
ii. Jesus:  He was the opposite of Barabbas!  Jesus was a great blessing to the people in many ways!  He (healed their sick, (cast out their demons, (raised their dead, and (taught with authority!  So, from Pilate’s perspective, the choice seemed to be a no-brainer; nevertheless, “the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.” (20)
b. You and me:  We are much like the crowd who made the wrong choice!  Let’s think about some apparently easy choices:

i. Temporal versus eternal:  As we value our clothes over a facial tissue, so we should value our eternal souls over our temporary bodies – but do we?  Yes, we SAY we do, but how do we spend most of our time and energy – on our bodies OR our souls, on earthly pleasures OR spiritual growth in Christ?

ii. Satan versus God:  Which one should we obey?  The answer is easy, but what do we actually do?  St. Paul wrote this question to the Christians in Rome: “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16 NAS)  Though God has made the right choices obvious to us in His Word, we have oftentimes gone along with the sinful crowd; therefore, we cry out:  Father, forgive us when we despise Your great salvation!
3. We Try to Demonstrate our Innocence! 
a. Pilate:  Now he was stuck, he was out of options; since the crowd (had rejected his plea of Jesus’ innocence, (had chosen Barabbas over Jesus, and (was now demanding Jesus’ crucifixion, Pilate chose to do the wrong while trying to make himself look innocent.  The Bible says:  “When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this man's blood,’ he said. ‘It is your responsibility!’” (24)  But was Pilate really innocent?  No!
b. The Crowd:  Having been encouraged by the members of the Sanhedrin, they cried out:  “Let his blood be on us and on our children!” (25)  They verbally accepted responsibility but not for the death of the Savior – because they had rejected Jesus as the Savior!  But did Jesus really die for their sins?  Yes!
c. You and me:  Do we take responsibility for our sins OR try to blame others – so we can feel innocent and sleep in peace?  We all have that tendency – to blame others, but let us repent!  King David wrote:  “When I kept silent [about my sins], my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.”  However, when David confessed his sins to Lord, his voice and heart were then filled with great joy: Lord, “you forgave the guilt of my sin.” (Psalm 32:3, 5 NIV)
Conclusion:  Though we deserve nothing but punishment – both now and forever, let us constantly rejoice in (our Lord Jesus Christ, (God’s gift of forgiveness, and (the wonderful place that is waiting for us in heaven through the finished work of our Savior!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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