“Forgive Us When We Abandon Your Truths!”
Pontius Pilate

Based on John 18:33-38
4th Wednesday of Lent
Wednesday ( March 18, 2009 ( 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: Our 2009 Midweek Lenten Services focus on six people or groups of people who needed the forgiveness for which Christ prayed from the cross – Father forgive them!  By comparing their behavior with ours, we can gain insights into our own shortcomings or receive warnings about the temptations that abound as we try to live lives of repentance.  Today’s focus: Forgive Us When We Abandon Your Truths! (Pontius Pilate)
Introduction:  Dear friends, we live in a world where:

· Lying is common!
· Evil is called good! (and) 
· The existence of absolute truth is rejected!
Nevertheless, God still wants us to (seek the truth, (know the truth, and (listen to the truth!
In today’s Scripture reading, when Pilate was questioning Jesus, Jesus made this statement: “You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” (37)
Therefore, in this sermon, we will focus on the truth – (what it is, (the sad results of rejecting it, and (what it means to listen to it!
1. What is the Truth?  The Greek word for truth is ἀληθείᾳ; to help you better understand the meaning of ἀληθείᾳ, that same word appears in these passages:
a. The blessing that came from God to us through Jesus Christ:  “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:17 NIV)
b. The essence of Jesus: He said of Himself:  “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6 NIV)
c. The thing used by God to set us free from our sins: Jesus said:  “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32 NAS NIV)
d. The thing the Holy Spirit will guide us into:  “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.” (John 16:13 NIV)
e. The basis upon which we worship God:  “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24 NIV)
f. The thing absent from the devil:  “…the devil…was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.”  (John 8:44 NIV)
Remember – the essential truth needed for this life and the life to come is found not in the opinions of people but in God’s Holy Word!
Father, enable us to repent from all the times when we have abandoned your truths!
2. What are the Sad results of Rejecting the Truth?  

a. False beliefs:  “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3-4 NAS)
b. Living in a state of delusion:  “They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.” (NIV 2 Thess. 2:10b-12)
c. False worship:  “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator…”  (Romans 1:25 NIV)
d. God’s wrath and anger:  “…for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.” (Rom. 2:8 NIV)
e. The certainty of judgment:  “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.” (NAS Hebrews 10:26-27)
What is “the knowledge of the truth”?  Those who KNOW THE TRUTH know they are sinners and cannot save themselves; they also know that God has taken extraordinary action to save them in Christ!

For people who KNOW such things but continue to “go on sinning willfully,” their future will include “a certain terrifying expectation of judgment.”  Why is that so?  If the truth of sin and God’s work in Christ has not brought about (sorrow for sin and (trust alone in Jesus Christ as Savior (bringing a new life in Christ), nothing more wonderful will ever come along!
3. What does it mean to Listen to the Truth?  
a. To hear the truth and rejoice in it:  “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.” (NIV 1 Corinthians 13:6)  So are you hearing the truth?  And what are you now doing with that information – (memorizing it, (living it, and (sharing it OR ignoring it?
b. To hear it and rightly respond to it:  “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” (NIV John 18:37c)  Jesus helps us understand what it means to listen with these words:  “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27 NIV)  Have you heard the truth?  What positive, eternal difference is that truth now making in your daily life?  How are you following Jesus?
c. To know it – without wavering – and continue to live according to it:  “It gave me great joy to have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to walk in the truth.  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” (NIV 3 John 1:3-4)  
Conclusion:  Though we have – in various ways – abandoned the truth, Jesus, who is the truth, has died to (set us free from our sins and (make us holy in God’s sight!  On the basis of God’s Word of truth, let us know and rejoice in the fact that we are forgiven!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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