“Forgive Us for Despising Our Savior’s Claim!”
The Roman Soldiers

Based on Mark 15:16-20 and Other Passages
5th Wednesday of Lent 
Wednesday ( March 25, 2009 ( 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: Our 2009 Midweek Lenten Services focus on six people or groups of people who needed the forgiveness for which Christ prayed from the cross – Father forgive them!  By comparing their behavior with ours, we can gain insights into our own shortcomings or receive warnings about the temptations that abound as we try to live lives of repentance.
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ, in today’s Scripture reading we read about the great abuse heaped upon Jesus by the Roman soldiers:

· They mocked Him by clothing Him with an old purple robe – the color of royalty – even though they thoroughly rejected Him as a king!
· They mocked and hurt Him with a crown of thorns – instead of giving Him a crown fit for the King of kings!
· They mocked Him by hailing Him as the king of the Jews – something they did not believe at all!
· They hurt Him by striking Him on the head with a staff – which only drove the sharp thorns deeper into His head!
· They mocked Him by spitting on Him – which added further insult to His injuries!
· They mocked Him by falling on their knees before Him to pay Him homage – even though they totally disrespected and dishonored Him!
We are shocked by those actions of the Roman soldiers!  We may even tend to look down on them and despise them; however, if we are honest, we must admit that WE have not always responded in a proper way to our Savior’s claims.  Therefore, with the Roman soldiers, we need to cry out: Father, forgive us for despising our Savior’s claim to be the King of kings!
1. How have we despised our Savior’s claim?  By not wholeheartedly following the Bible:
a. The Bible says:  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding…” (Prov. 3:5 NIV)  In other words, from such wholehearted trust, we should always follow the Bible – even when it disagrees with our own understanding!  But do we?
b. The Bible says:  “…however you want people to treat you, so treat them…” (Matt. 7:12 NAS)  Those words are simple to understand, but let’s be honest: Do we always treat people as we WANT THEM to treat us OR as they DO treat us?
c. The Bible says:  “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry…” (Jam. 1:19 NIV)  Great advice, but how do we live?  (Are we talkers or listeners, (do we think before we speak, (does our anger flare up quickly?
d. The Bible says:  “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” (Mark 11:25 NIV)  Those words of Jesus are simple to understand and important to follow; however, when people sin against us, (do we readily forgive them OR (do we keep making excuses as to why we should not forgive them?
With all such sins, we are similar to the Roman soldiers who despised our Savior’s claim; therefore, let us cry out: Father, forgive us for not wholeheartedly following the Bible!
2. How has God taken away our sins?  Paul wrote this answer to the Christians living in the very sinful city of Corinth:  “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved [from the condemnation of your sins], if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures…” (1 Cor. 15:1-4)  In other words, by (the life, (the death, and (the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has taken away the sin of the world!  May HE keep us firm in our Lord Jesus Christ! (Phil. 1:6)
3. How does God call us to live as His forgiven children?  
a. By faith:  Think about these Bible words:  “…we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body [that our souls are living in our earthly tents] we are away from the Lord.  [In our current state,] We live by faith, not by sight.” (2 Cor. 5:6-7 NIV)  In other words, we believe in the Lord and follow the Lord, even though we cannot see the Lord!  But what if we could see Him; would that have a profound influence on our Christian lives?
b. See Christ with our eyes of faith:  John wrote this description of Christ in Revelation chapter 1:  “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me.  And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.  His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  Then he placed his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid.  I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!  And I hold the keys of death and Hades.’” (Rev. 1:12-18 NIV)  Though we live by faith, let us remember that our Lord Jesus Christ is awesome, powerful, and wonderful, thus worthy of our wholehearted trust, honor, love, and obedience!
Conclusion:  Though we have all despised our Savior – in various ways, let us (be sorry for our sins, (be confident that we are forgiven in Christ, and (seek to live unto His glory!  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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