“Forgive Our Misplaced Sorrow”
The Women of Jerusalem

Based on Luke 23:26-31 NIV and Other Passages
6th Wednesday of Lent
Wednesday ( April 1, 2009 ( 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme: Our 2009 Midweek Lenten Services focus on six people or groups of people who needed the forgiveness for which Christ prayed from the cross – Father forgive them!  By comparing their behavior with ours, we can gain insights into our own shortcomings or receive warnings about the temptations that abound as we try to live lives of repentance.
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ, try to remember the last time you were filled with (sorrow, (unhappiness, or (sadness.  Did you express your sorrow?  Did you cry?  Now, think about the reason for your tears – the death of a loved one, a broken relationship, a sad movie.

There are good reasons to cry:

· Abraham and Sarah were married for a long time; when she died, the Bible says that “Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.” (Gen. 23:2 NIV)
· When Jesus saw Mary, the brother of Lazarus, and others weeping over his death, the Bible records that “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35 NIV)
There are good reasons to cry, but sometimes our sorrow is misplaced or misdirected.  Though some women of Jerusalem sincerely wept over Jesus fast-approaching death, may God enable us to understand why Jesus said to them:  “…do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.”
1. Jesus’ Sad Journey to Calvary:

a. Up to this point, Jesus had been (betrayed by a close friend, (arrested by the Jewish Leaders, (put on trial by the Jews – Annas, Caiaphas, and the whole Sanhedrin, (put on trial by the Romans – Pilate, Herod, and Pilate again, and (severely scourged and mocked by the Roman soldiers.
b. Then a centurion, with 100 soldiers under his command, led Jesus away to be crucified outside the city.  Normally a condemned man would carry his own crossbar all the way to the crucifixion site; however, since Jesus had been so thoroughly scourged, Simon from Cyrene was forced to follow Jesus and carry His cross.
2. Women Mourned and Wailed for Jesus:

a. Why did they mourn and wail?  Lenski noted that “they were raising the Jewish death wail for him as being one who was as good as dead…” (Luke, 1126)  Think about the appearance of Jesus’ situation:  (He had been severely beaten, (He was guarded by 100 soldiers, and (He was on His way to be crucified.  Jesus certainly seemed to be as good as dead, but He wasn’t!  Even though He looked helpless, He could have ended His suffering at any moment; nevertheless, He went to the cross for you and me and all!
b. What did Jesus say to them?  28 “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.”  The women may have been sad to see Jesus so beaten and to know He would soon feel the greater agony of the nails being driven through His hands and feet, but Jesus said: “do not weep for me.”  But why not?  We were born and we will die – because of our sin, but Jesus was born to die – for our sins!  Jesus could have said: Don’t weep for me; yes, I will soon die, but that is (my purpose, (my mission, (my goal; though my dying seems terrible, it is in fact wonderful for all who have seen their sins and know their desperate need for the Savior!
c. Why should they weep for themselves and for their children?  Jesus told them: 29 “For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women…’ 30 [and] …to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’”  Jesus, being God, was looking ahead to the siege and destruction of Jerusalem – a time when having children would be most heart-wrenching (thus blessed are the barren) and sudden death would be preferred (thus Fall on us!  Cover us!).  Jesus described what would come some 40 years later with these words:  43 “The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls.  They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.” (Luke 19:43-44 NIV)
3. Proper Placed Mourning and Wailing:
a. Jesus wants us to make a comparison:  He said:  31 “For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  What does that mean?  Lenski gave this answer:  “The green wood is Jesus is his sinLESSness, the dry wood the Jews of Jerusalem in their sinFULness which had reached a state where it was ripe for judgment. … If Jesus must suffer as he does, sinless as he is and bearing only the sins of others, what will they have to suffer who sin until the judgment?” (Luke, 1129)
b. We should mourn over our sin:  Jesus said: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Matt. 5:4 NIV)  Certainly physical death and broken relationships can be sad, even books or movies can make us cry, but the greatest sadness should be in connection with sin, which has brought separation between people and God, and will lead to eternal punishment for all who reject God’s only Son!
Conclusion:  God moved Solomon to write:  “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die,… a time to kill and a time to heal,… a time to weep and a time to laugh…”
 (Eccl. 3:1-4 NIV)  With God’s grace and guidance, let us always weep over our sins, and the sins of others, but let us laugh with joy over the victory we share with Jesus, who defeated sin, death, and the devil!  And all God’s people said: Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 7500 State Rd., Parma, Ohio 44134, 440-845-2230

