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Theme:  WATCH!
Based on 2 Peter 3:1-14
1st Wednesday of Advent
December 2, 2009 ► Wednesday at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Introduction:  We have all heard it before:  10…9…8…7…6 heading toward the words:  “BLAST OFF!”  As the COUNT DOWN( signals the nearing of an important event, so, during the season of Advent, the COUNT UP( does the same – as each LIT candle on the Advent Wreath draws us closer to our celebration of Jesus’ birth!
But our attention should also be drawn to the RETURN of our Savior!  That is our focus today as we turn to 2 Peter 3:1-14 and the one-word theme of WATCH!  In this section we see two kinds of people:
· Some (deny the truth, (reject the Savior, (see no reason to watch, and (are unprepared.

· Others (are enlightened by the truth, (embrace the Savior, (see many reasons to watch, and (are prepared!

1. 1Dear friends,… I have written… to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.  The phrase, “wholesome thinking” means SINCERE thinking; thinking that is connected to the truth!  So what is the truth?  Jesus and the Bible!
2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  The phrase “recall the words” is a plea to get into the Bible so we (know what is coming, (are prepared, and (continue to watch!
2. 3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  The “last days” began after Pentecost; between then and Jesus’ return, unbelievers will continue to scoff / mock / make fun of Christians who WATCH for Jesus’ return.  From their perspective, their mocking brings them comfort ( the more they can convince themselves that they are right (Jesus is not coming), the more they can continue in their sins without much concern!
4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?  The scoffers will even try to justify their scoffing: …everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  Even though honest astronomy, geology, biology, and archeology keep proving the Bible to be true, many so-called intelligent people are denying the very existence of God!
5 But they deliberately forget [about the world-wide flood in Noah’s day].  They reason like this:  If the flood is not true, then the Bible is not true and Jesus’ return is not true!  People can think and say such things until the day they die; nevertheless, The BIBLE, the FLOOD, and JESUS’ RETURN will always be true!
7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  As surely as the flood came in Noah’s day – even though virtually all were unprepared, so the final judgment will come with fire!   As creation and the flood came about by God’s powerful word, so that same word will bring the eternal destruction of all who are unrepentant.
3. As we wonder when Jesus will return, let’s keep this in mind:  8 …With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  In other words, the Lord’s relation to time is not the same as our relation to time.  Therefore, no matter how long it takes for Jesus to come, let us always be certain that HE WILL COME!
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  That means that TODAY is the golden opportunity for all who are without Christ to repent; tomorrow could be too late!
4. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  Since a smart thief comes at a most unexpected time, smart people will always be ready for Jesus’ return!
The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Lenski notes:  “Suddenly, instantaneously the end will come.”  Also:  “all that men have built on earth…shall be burned up.” (2 Peter3:10, pages 346-7)  Therefore, the focus of Christians should be on THINGS ETERNAL, rather than things temporal.
5. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives…  Do you really believe (the Bible is God’s Word, (Jesus is the only Savior, and (His return is imminent?  If so, you OUGHT to live (for Christ, (according to the eternal word, and (with a genuine concern for the salvation of others!  Lenski summarized this section with this question:  “Who could let himself go into immoral excess if he believed that the Lord is ready to return to judgment at any time?” (2 Peter 3:1, p. 335)  I agree with the question, but I am also shocked to see so many living in open immorality without any thought of repentance!
12 …That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But … we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  What is this great transformation that God will bring about?  “The heavens and the earth shall be renovated, renewed, purified, made perfect.  There shall be no further separation between earth and the abode of God; they shall be one at last.” (Lenski, 2 Peter 3:13, p. 350; Revelation 21:1-5)
Conclusion:  14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.  So how can we be found in such ways?  Only through a saving relationship with Jesus Christ!  And how does that show in our lives?  As we DO THE WORD each day!  In our day of thankless Thanksgivings and Christ-less Christmases, let us show others what it means to actually have Jesus Christ as our Savior!  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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