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The Ascension of our Lord – 2009

  Thursday, May 21 ( 7:00 p.m.
Sermon Theme:  All people who are currently united to Christ (are benefitting from the finished work of Christ, (have the indwelling Holy Spirit, and (desire to live according to God’s plan and the Spirit’s power in their lives!  If that describes your life – rejoice!  If not – repent!
Introduction:  Dear friends, for us who by grace (know we are sinners and (have received Christ as our Savior, the old things have passed away, behold new things have come (2 Cor. 5:17)!
· NOW we know are heaven-bound!
· NOW we know the things of this temporary life are not so important!
· NOW we try to say “No” to our own desires and “Yes” to God’s will for our lives!
We could say that our daily lives are flooded with Jesus Christ!  In today’s text, let’s see how that statement should be true for all who are forgiven in Christ!
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
With both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts (a history of the first 30 years of the NT Church), God moved Luke to write for Theophilus and for us!  Lenski comments:  Luke “wrote his Gospel in order to convert Theophilus and his Acts in order to enlighten this convert in regard to the course of the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome, from Judaism to the Gentiles.”

The Gospel of Luke records Jesus’ life, miracles, teachings, suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension!  Now, in Acts, we pickup with:

· The promise of the Holy Spirit!
· Rightly thinking about our Christian Lives! (and)
· Being ever-ready for Jesus’ return!
1. Looking Ahead 10 Days – to the Day of Pentecost:  4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
a. What is the gift?  The gift is the Holy Spirit who lives within baptized believers!
b. When was He poured out?  50 days after Jesus’ resurrection – on the Day of Pentecost!
c. What benefits does He bring?  He converts us so that we benefit from the finished work of Christ!  He also works a renewal of our whole lives – in spirit, will, attitude, and desire, so that we strive to overcome sin and do good works!
  Do those words describe your life?  Is it flooded with Jesus Christ?  I hope so!
2. Thinking about Our Christian Lives – in a Proper Manner:  6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
a. The apostles were thinking temporal:  They basically asked Jesus:  Are you finally going to get rid of the Romans and restore Israel to its glory (as in the time of King David)?  Jesus basically answered:  Forget about that; you don’t need to know!
b. Jesus wants us to think eternal:  Jesus basically went on to say:  The earthly nation of Israel should not be your focus; instead, wait for the Holy Spirit and receive Him; then He will use you to tell others about me!  We can think and do temporary things, but our focus should remain on the things of eternity!  The Bible says:  “For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace…” (Rom. 8:5-6 NAS)
3. Living with the Knowledge of Jesus’ Certain Return:  9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
a. Jesus ascended to reign:  The Bible says that “God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church…” (Eph. 1:22 NIV)  The Bible also describes Jesus as “the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” (Rev. 1:5 NIV)  So we, His faithful followers, are encouraged and strengthened to live for Him!
b. AND He will return:  Jesus “will come back in the same way [the disciples saw] him go into heaven.”  When the time was right, He ascended!  At the appointed time, He will return!
Conclusion:  NOW, (forgiven in Christ, (indwelt by the Spirit, and (focused on eternal realities, may our daily lives be flooded with and honoring to our risen, ascended, and reigning Lord Jesus Christ!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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