Are YOU Seized with Great Fear?
Probably Not!

Based on Acts 5:1-11
7th Sunday of Easter – 2009

Sunday, May 24 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Have you lied to God – and thought of it as no big deal?  Let’s learn about Ananias and Saffhira; then, may God grant us a healthy fear, reverence, respect for Him!
Introduction:  Dear friends, try to imagine being in any of these situations; would YOU be seized with great fear?
· You are lost in the woods AND it is getting dark!
· You are suddenly awakened AND a stranger with a gun is standing by your bed!
· You are tied to railroad tracks AND a train is coming!
Would any or all of those situations cause you to be seized with great fear?  Probably so!  But all those situations are of temporary consequence – even if they turned out in the worst way, they would only affect your temporary, earthly life!
Jesus said:  “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matt. 10:28 NAS)  Jesus said it, but do we believe it and live it?  Probably not!  Most of us are much more fearful of (harm to our bodies than (harm to our souls!  Most would be scared to death to be tied on railroad tracks, but many of those same people (make half-hearted promises to God, (have little regard for His Word, and (dishonor Him with their lives!  Those are the people who SHOULD be seized with great fear!
Today, as we turn to the true story of Ananias and Saffhira, may the almighty God grant us a more healthy fear, reverence, and respect for Him – as our Lord and Savior!
1. A First Degree Sin:  1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.  
a. What practice was common in the early church?  “…from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.”  (Acts 4:34-35 NIV)
b. Ananias and Sapphira decided to be outwardly generous but inwardly deceptive:  They sold the property; then committed a first degree sin!  In other words, they decided HOW they were going to sin; then they actually did it!  They gave the impression they were giving the full amount, but – in reality – kept back some for themselves.  Have WE committed similar sins – and thought of them as no big deal?  This story is a warning for us and for all!
2. A Lie ( God is not Mocked ( Death ( Great Fear:  3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold?  And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal?  What made you think of doing such a thing?  You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died.  And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.  6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.
a. God made an example out of Ananias:  Please understand:  his sin is the first recorded sin in the life of the NT Church.  If it went unchecked, it would breed more sins; therefore, God acted swiftly and decisively!  He had to let everyone know that HE IS NOT MOCKED! (Galatians 6:7-8)
b. But we shouldn’t be surprised:  The wages of sin is…! (Rom. 6:23)  So why are WE still alive – even though WE have sinned?  Only because God is (full of mercy and (giving us time to repent!
c. Notice the connection:  Ananias lied to Peter, but really to the Holy Spirit – the Third Person of the Holy Trinity!  Though today’s world is filled with liars, let us know that lying is a most serious matter!  The Bible says this in regard to “all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.” (Rev. 21:8 NIV)
3. A Lie ( God is not Mocked ( Death ( Great Fear:  7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?”  “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”  9 Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died.  Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.
a. Some will continue in their hypocrisy:  They are pretend Christians!  Jesus described them:  “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” (Matt. 15:8 NIV)  The Bible says:  “They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him…” (Titus 1:16 NAS)
b. But God wants all people to repent and benefit:  God is pleading:  (Don’t lie to Me!  (Don’t be an Ananias or a Sapphira!  (Stop putting on a show!  Instead, (see your sin – all of it; (admit what you deserve – death; (recognize My forgiving work – in Christ; and (receive My Son – as your Savior!  God wants to continually work all such things in all people by the Spirit thru the Word!
Conclusion:  Those who choose to go their own way SHOULD be constantly seized with great fear!  However, as God’s forgiven children, let us never be afraid of Him, but let us (fully trust Him, (greatly respect Him, and (gladly honor Him in all things!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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