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 (   What does that mean?
 (   What are the characteristics?
 (   How can you know you are one?
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3rd Sunday of Easter
Sunday  (  April 26, 2009  (  8:15 & 10:45
Introduction:  Dear friends, Eternity hangs in the balance!  Our eternal dwelling place could be terrible or it could be wonderful; it all depends on whether or not we are Christians.  So:

· What does it mean to be a Christian?
· What characterizes the life of a Christian?
· How can we know for sure that we are Christians?
1. What does it mean to be a Christian?  
a. Christians are repentant sinners – By God’s grace they (are sorry for their sins and (trust in Jesus for their free admission into heaven!
b. Christians know God the Father and Jesus Christ – Jesus prayed:  “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” (John 17:3 NIV)
c. Christians have their sins forgiven – The Bible says:  “…the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7 NIV)
d. Christians have Christ living in them – Paul wrote about himself:  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…” (Galatians 2:20 NAS)
e. Christians are righteous in God’s sight through faith in Jesus Christ – The Bible says:  “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (Romans 3:22 NIV)
f. Christians are children of God – The Bible says:  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!”  (1 John 3:1 NIV)
2. What characterizes the life of a Christian?
a. Christians continue in the Word – Jesus said:  "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine…” (John 8:31 NAS)
b. Christians continue in the faith – The Bible says:  “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith…” (Colossians 1:21-23 NAS)
c. Christians live according to the Bible – The Bible says:  “…the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous…” (1 John 3:7 NAS)
d. Christians live for Christ – The Bible says:  “…they who live [through Christ] should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.” (2 Corinthians 5:15 NAS)
e. Christians show love to others – Jesus said:  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another...  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35 NAS)
3. How can we know for sure that we are Christians?  It must be based on the work of the Spirit through the Word; NOT on (warm feelings, (good works, or (human opinion.  The Bible says:
a. “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit [through the Word] that we are God's children.” (NIV Romans 8:16)
b. It all depends in whom we are trusting for our eternal life.  The Bible is clear:  “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.” (NAS 1 John 5:12)
When we are in Christ, we continue in the Word!  When we continue in the Word, God keeps us in Christ!  Furthermore, the Spirit works through the Word to confirm that we (are God’s children and (have the gift of eternal life!
Conclusion:  Since it is very important for Christians to abide in the Word, let’s follow these three steps:

· ( Get into the Word in a serious manner!  
· ( Do the following to benefit from the Word!
· Hear it! ( Listen carefully because God is speaking to you!
· Read it! ( Read prayerfully because God wants to bless you!
· Mark it! ( Underline key words or phrases to remember them!
· Learn it! ( Begin to apply God's Word to your daily life!
· Inwardly Digest it! ( Allow God's Word to direct your thoughts, words, and deeds!
· Memorize it! ( Write it on your heart, so you can (think about it, (better understand it, (live it, and (share it!
· ( Follow the steps noted above as you read the 49 Bible passages noted in the brochure called: Christian!
And all God’s people said:  Amen!

This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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This is the beginning of an eight-week series on key passages of the Bible!


Please join us on the journey by following the daily reading schedule in the brochure called “Christian” – available at Bethlehem and at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.blc7500.com" �www.blc7500.com� 


(See: Sermons 2009)
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