“The Bible or Millions of Years!”

Which One Is True?  Part 1
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6th Sunday after Pentecost / 5th Sunday after Trinity – 2009
Saturday, July 11 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, July 12 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Understanding that our belief about creation has a definite connection with our belief about salvation, let us believe the Bible is true and trust in Jesus Christ as our only Savior!
Introduction:  Dear friends, 2009 is a significant year – it’s the 200th birthday of Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of his book, Origin of Species, which has been a primary spark for today’s widespread belief in evolution!  Regarding the current special display at the Great Lakes Science Center, the advertisement reads:  “Explore the life and mind of Charles Darwin, whose theory of evolution by natural selection was so revolutionary that it forever changed the perception of the origin and nature of our species.”

It has changed many people, but has it changed YOU?  What do YOU believe?  WHO is correct?  (1) Charles – people evolved over millions of years!  Or (2) God – He created all things about six thousand years ago!
In today’s world, when many are pushing us to believe in millions of years, let us (know the reasons why we should reject such theories and (cling to God’s inspired Word!
1. The Bible clearly teaches that God created in six literal, 24-hour days a few thousand years ago:  (Genesis, chapter 1)
a. We know each of the six days is a 24-hour period because the first reference to day (yom in Hebrew) includes a definition:  “God called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness he called ‘night.’  And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.” (Gen. 1:5 NIV)  Each of the six days is identified with similar words:  “And there was evening, and there was morning--the second day... the third day… the fourth day… the fifth day… the sixth day.” (Gen. 1:8, 13, 19, 23, 31 NIV)  God is not trying to confuse us; the phrase evening and morning is a very straight-forward reference to a 24-hour day!
b. Furthermore, the exact same Hebrew word for day (yom) appears 241 times in the Hebrew OT.  In almost every usage it means a 24-hour day; where it means something else, the context makes that clear.  Therefore, based on (the Hebrew word for day, (the Bible definition, and (the context, let us be convinced that God created in six 24-hour days!
2. The genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 make it clear that the creation days happened only about 6,000 years ago:
a. The Genesis 5 genealogy is (found in verses 3-32, (begins with Adam, (ends with the birth of Noah’s three sons, and (totals 1556 years (the flood came 100 years later – 1656 years after God’s work of creation).
b. The Genesis 11 genealogy is (found in verses 10-26, (begins with Shem (Noah’s oldest son), (ends with Abram (who was renamed Abraham and became the father of the Nation of Israel), and (totals 390 years.

c. Both genealogies together total 1946 years, from Adam’s creation (on the sixth day) to Abram’s birth.  That was ancient history!  Then, from the Bible and other sources, we know there were approximately 2,000 years from Abraham to Christ and another 2,000 from Christ to today, which totals about 6,000 years!  Therefore, someone is lying!  In my opinion, the liars are atheistic scientists who deny the actual evidence and hold to the myth of evolution!
3. Exodus 20:9-11 blocks all attempts to fit millions of years into Genesis 1:  
a. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work… [Why?] 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day…”
b. Many people reject the beginning of the Bible – the creation account, but claim to embrace the rest; however, the literal six-day creation is supported in Exodus 20 and in many other places!  So let us firmly believe what the Bible says about (creation, (sin, (Christ, (heaven, and (all!
4. Noah’s Flood washes away millions of years:  
a. It was a world-wide flood!  God promised:  “I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens…”  (Gen. 6:17 NIV)  Then, in the next chapter, it says:  “…all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.” (Gen. 7:11-12 NIV)  That most radical storm produced the evidence being found all over the world today:  “thousands of feet of sediments clearly deposited by water and later hardened into rock and containing billions of fossils.”

b. What should we do with the evidence?  Many scientists reject the world-wide and the Bible; their answer is evolution over millions of years.  But Christians reject evolution AND millions of years; we also embrace (the world-wide flood, (God’s inspired Word, and (His great love for us in Christ!
Conclusion:  Dear friends, most scientists want us to reject God and believe in evolution.  (PD, 7-10-09, A3:) “…while almost all of the scientists surveyed accept that human beings evolved by natural processes…the general public is far less sure.”
No matter what is dreamed up in the future, no matter how many people agree, may the almighty God keep us (believing the Bible, (being sorry for our sins, and (trusting alone in Jesus Christ for eternal life!  Amen!
Along with the Holy Bible, another key source of the information in this sermon is:  The New Answers Book, General Editor Ken Ham, Master Books, 2006.
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
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