“The Bible or Millions of Years!”

Which One Is True?  Part 2
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7th Sunday after Pentecost / 6th Sunday after Trinity – 2009
Saturday, July 18 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, July 19 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Understanding that our belief about creation has a definite connection with our belief about salvation, let us believe the Bible is true and trust in Jesus Christ as our only Savior!
Introduction:  Dear friends, even though the world and many churches are (hugging the theory of evolution, (believing in millions of years, and (rejecting the Bible, I encourage you to do the opposite!
Last week we touched on four good reasons to say “Yes” to (the Bible, (creation, (sin, (Christ, and (heaven!  Today, we focus on four more reasons.  May the Almighty God enable us to (understand them, (believe them, (benefit from them, and (share them with others!
1. Jesus is a young-earth creationist:  In other words:

a. He believes in creation, not evolution – especially since He Himself is the One who created all things:

i. NIV  John 1:3 “Through him [Jesus] all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
ii. NIV  Colossians 1:16 “For by him [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.”
b. He believes and knows that people were created “at the beginning of creation,” (Mark 10:6 NIV) not millions of years after creation.  Therefore – as people who trust in Him for eternal life – let us believe the same!
2. Belief in millions of years undermines the Bible’s teaching on death:  Some, in their attempt to mix millions of years and the six-day creation account, accept millions of years of animal death BEFORE the creation and fall of Adam and Eve.  However, doing so is a HUGE CONTRADICTION of what God has clearly stated:
a. My creation is very good:  After God’s six days of creating, the Bible records these words:  “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” (Gen. 1:31 NIV)  In other words, God’s INITIAL creation was perfect, sinless, and without death!
b. This is the true sequence of events (Genesis chapters 1-3):  (God created all things in six days, (Adam and Eve lived in sinless perfection, (Adam and Eve fell into sin, (their sin brought immediate spiritual death and eventual physical death to themselves, all future people, and all animals, and (God promised to send His Son to save all people from sin and death!
3. The idea of millions of years did not come from the scientific facts:  
a. Doesn’t that statement sound wrong?  It might, but it shouldn’t!  What do YOU believe?  Yes or no; has the idea of millions of years been proven by scientific facts?  The answer is “No!”

b. The teaching of evolution contradicts many broadly accepted laws of nature:  For example, the law of biogenesis – life always comes from life, but evolutionists believe that life FIRST came on its own from non-living chemicals.
  Another example is the law of thermodynamics – “…all things left to themselves always tend to go from the complex to the simple, from the organized to the disorganized.”
  But evolution is based on the EXACT OPPOSITE!
c. Why do many agree with the idea of millions of years?  They are trying to explain the origin of our existence, apart from God and His work of creation!
4. Radiometric dating methods do not prove millions of years:  This section focuses on carbon-14 dating, which – similar to weather forecasting – is reliable in the short-term but merely a guess in the long-term!
a. What is carbon-14 dating?  When a living thing dies, carbon-14 begins to turn into nitrogen-14.  Since the half-life of carbon-14 is 5,730 years, a jar staring with all carbon-14 will be half carbon-14 and half nitrogen-14 after 5,730 years; the ratio will progress to ¼ carbon-14 and ¾ nitrogen-14 after 11,460 years – and so on.  Again, more years means less reliability!
b. These are key problems:
i. Even though the current amount of carbon-14 can be measured and the decay rate is known, the unknown factor is the starting amount of carbon-14.  (A critical assumption of the starting amount has to do with the ratio between carbon-14 and carbon-12; however, that ratio was probably smaller in the past – when the earth’s magnetic field was stronger.)
ii. By the time radiometric dating was developed (about 100 years ago), many had already accepted millions of years (2 Thess. 2:10b-12).
c. In summary:  “Christians should not be afraid of radiometric dating methods.  Carbon-14 dating is really the friend of Christians, and it supports a young earth.”

Conclusion:  This short series was intended to increase your confidence in God’s Holy Word, which will hopefully result in (more time in the Word, (an increased sensitivity to our own sins, and (a greater assurance of God’s forgiveness in Christ – who (came into our world, (lived without sin, (took our punishment, and (opened heaven to all believers!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!

Along with the Holy Bible, another key source of the information in this sermon is:  The New Answers Book, General Editor Ken Ham, Master Books, 2006.
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 7500 State Rd., Parma, Ohio 44134, 440-845-2230

This Week’s Memory Verse:  NIV  Mark 10:6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’”
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