“Our Problem, God’s Work, God’s Plan!”

Based on Ephesians 2:1-10 NIV
4th Sunday IN Lent
Sunday ( March 22, 2009 ( 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme:  Our problem – is sin, God’s work – is to make us alive in Christ, and God’s plan – is for us to seek and follow His will for our lives!
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ:

· Do you know and believe the basics of salvation and the Christian life?
· Do you live them out each day?
· Do you know where to find them in the Bible?
· Do you know them well enough to share them with others?
If you haven’t already answered “Yes” to each of those questions, I pray you will be able to do so by the end of this sermon!
1. Our Problem – is sin:  
a. 1 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”  As Adam’s sin killed his spiritual life (Gen. 2:17), so we have all inherited that same sin and deadness from our parents (Rom. 5:12).  Though many people look and feel alive, without Christ, they are dead in their sins!
b. 3 “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”  We were all in the same state of deadness before God made us alive in Christ!  Furthermore, in that dead state, we followed the evil desires and thoughts of our sinful nature.  Therefore, we were in line to receive God’s wrath – the righteous wrath of a holy God against sinners!
2. God’s Work – is to make us alive in Christ:  
a. 4 “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.”  God took action to save us – not because any of us were deserving, but because of His great love and rich mercy!  When we were dead, helpless, and in line to receive His holy wrath, God made us alive in Christ!  God did so by uniting us to Christ through faith – either in baptism (Gal. 3:27; Titus 3:5) OR through His Word (James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23)!  And why does our union with Christ result in our life and salvation?  Because (Christ is God, (He lived without sin, (He fulfilled the law for everyone, (He received all sins and all punishment, (He laid down His life, and (He rose victorious!
b. 6 “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”  Did you notice what God has already done for us in Christ?  God (made us alive, (raised us up, and (seated us – God did all of that when He united us to our Savior!  And why?  Not that we are deserving, but so that after Jesus’ return – in eternity – God “might show the incomparable riches of his grace…”  In other words, God could say to all:  Look, these people were all helplessly and hopelessly trapped in their sins, but (I took action, (I sent my Son, (I saved them – because of my great love and kindness!  Then God moved Paul to write these famous words which emphasize God’s work, and His work alone, for our salvation!
c. 8 “For it is by grace [God’s undeserved love] you have been saved [rescued from the condemnation of your sins], through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God [both our salvation and the faith – through which we received our salvation] -- 9 [therefore, our salvation is] not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Lenski noted: “As …a dead man can do the least toward making himself alive, so …can the spiritually dead contribute the least toward obtaining spiritual life.” (423)  That is why in heaven we will cry out to God with these words, as recorded in Revelation:  “Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever.  Amen!” (Rev. 7:12 NIV)
3. God’s Plan – is for us to seek and follow His will for our lives:  
a. 10 “For we are God's workmanship,” He did the work, He is the Potter – we are the clay, He made us – like a work of art!
b. God “created [us] in Christ Jesus to do good works,” So what are these good works?  Lenski made these comments:
i. “They are nothing but the product of what God himself has made us to be when he created our spiritual life by His grace.” (425)
ii. “Good works…are all of the thoughts, words, and deeds in which the righteousness and the holiness of the new life manifest themselves.  They all spring from faith, [and] are all done unto Christ (Matt. 25:40).  Such works are an utter impossibility before our [being made alive in Christ]; only the new creation in Christ Jesus is able to bring them forth.” (427)
iii. And why are we motivated to do good works?  “Not in order to be saved but because we are already saved…” (427)
c. “which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Lenski wrote:  “All the ways of holiness and righteousness are God’s design and preparation.” (427)  We merely seek to discover them and follow them in our daily Christian lives!
Conclusion:  Now you have heard the basics of salvation.  I pray that you (know them, (believe them, (are comforted by them, (live them, (know where to find them in the Bible, and (actually share them with others!  If you have such desires, say Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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