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Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ, without much thought we can quickly realize the need for police officers, firefighters, and soldiers to wear BODY armor as they engage their enemies ( criminals, fire, and terrorists!  As their training and experience have made them more aware of their need for BODY armor, so may today’s sermon make us – as Christians – more aware of our need for SOUL armor!
1. Christians Have POWERFUL Enemies:  (10-12) Therefore, they desperately need to 10 “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”  Since our strength is nothing, in comparison to our spiritual enemies, we are urged to 11 “Put on the full armor of God so that [we] can take [our] stand against the devil's schemes.”  Putting on our armor is essential!  As a police officer could die without his bullet proof vest, so our lives in Christ, “unless renewed and supported by Christ day by day, will soon be lost.  It is necessary that the Christian remain in intimate communion with Christ in His Word and Sacrament…” (Kretzmann, NT 2:291, my underline)
a. Let’s identify our enemies:  12 “…not …flesh and blood, but …the rulers, …authorities, [and] …powers of this dark world...”  Dr. Kretzmann wrote that “our wrestling, our hand-to-hand encounter, is with forces of evil that are present in all the enemies of the Word and the Church…” (291)  So who opposes the Word and the Church?  (Satan himself, (all evil angels, (our sinful world, and (our own sinful natures!  There is also opposition to the Word and the Church in our government, sometimes even among our employers, neighbors, family members, and church members!
b. Let’s get ready before the battle: 13 “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground...”  Today’s heroes get ready before the battle by going through a police academy, a fire academy, or basic training.  They learn (how to put on their BODY armor and (how to function in the face of great danger.  God also wants us to be ready NOW for whatever is coming!  (Some excerpts from “Tortured for Christ,” by Richard Wurmbrand, 41, 43.)
2. Defensive SOUL Armor:  (14-17a) What do I mean by SOUL armor?  I invite all the children to come forward to receive a copy of “THE ARMOR OF GOD” (Rose Publishing).  Now, what has God given us for our defense?
a. “the belt of truth” – As an ancient soldier wore a belt to keep his clothes from hindering his arms and legs, so Christians live by the truth to avoid being hindered by sin! (Heb. 12:1)
b. “the breastplate of righteousness” – As it protected vital organs from harm, so the righteousness of Christ – which we have received from God, by grace thru faith – protects us from doubt, despair, and hopelessness!
c. “feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace” – As good sandals enabled an ancient soldier to move with comfort and peace, so our peace – that exists between us and God thru Christ – enables us to have perfect peace in any and every circumstance!
d. “the shield of faith” – As a large shield protected ancient soldiers from spears and arrows, so our faith in Christ protects us from the forces of evil which want to destroy our relationship with God!
e. “the helmet of salvation” – As a helmet protects a soldier’s head, so the helmet of salvation enables a Christian to live with the certainty that God will finally bring him home to heaven thru Christ!
3. Offensive SOUL Armor:  (17b-18)  As police officers and soldiers have guns, and firefighters have water and axes, so God has also given offensive weapons to Christians.
a. “the sword of the Spirit” – As an ancient soldier could use his sword to kill his enemy, so the Christian sword – which is the Bible – is our very powerful weapon to fight against the forces of evil!
b. “all kinds of prayers and requests” – Prayer shows our dependence on God!  As an ancient soldier who trusted in God prayed with great seriousness before every battle, so Christians are called to pray without ceasing – since, in this life, we will always be surrounded by the forces of evil!
c. Martin Luther urges us to USE our offensive weapons:  He wrote:  “…it is not enough that we defend ourselves against the devil with faith and hope as our shield and helmet, but we must also draw the sword and go for him with such insistence that he must fall back and flee…” (292)
Conclusion:  Let me conclude with this quote from Dr. Kretzmann regarding our use of the Bible:  “…it behooves us [is to our benefit] to make use of it at all times and to this end become acquainted with it both by means of public preaching and by earnest Bible study at home.  Cursory [quick] reading must be supplemented by careful memorizing of proof-texts and strong passages.  Only in this way shall we be able to make the proper use of the Word of God as a true weapon of offense at all times.” (292, my underline)
And all God’s people said:  Amen!
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