“How is Jesus the Passover Lamb?”

Based on Exodus 12:1-14 NIV
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Holy / Maundy Thursday
Sunday  (  April 9, 2009  (  11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Theme:  About 1400 years before Christ, God passed over – thus spared the lives of – the Israelites through the blood of year-old unblemished lambs; let’s learn how Jesus is the Ultimate Passover Lamb!
Introduction:  Dear fellow believers, today is Holy Thursday – the day of Holy Week when Jesus (ate the Passover Meal with the twelve and, during the meal, (instituted the Lord’s Supper.  Both the Meal and the Supper include the death of a lamb!  In this sermon we will:

· Become more familiar with the Passover.

· Identify some key connections between the many Passover lambs AND Christ, the Lamb of God.

· See how Christ is the Ultimate Passover Lamb!
1. What is the Passover?  
a. Approximately 1900 B.C., Jacob/Israel and his family settled in Egypt under good terms to avoid a widespread famine.  About 100 years later, all the descendants of Jacob/Israel were forced to become Egyptian slaves.

b. After 400 years of slavery, God worked through Moses to set His people free!  Since Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, had refused – after nine plagues – to set the Israelites free, God promised a tenth plague with these words:  “Every firstborn son in Egypt will die…”
  That included the Egyptians, the Israelites, and even the cattle!
c. But God, in His mercy, made a way for those who trusted in Him to escape.  Each family was to (choose a particular kind of lamb, (slaughter it on a certain day and time, and (put the blood of that lamb on its doorframe.  Then God promised:  “…when I see the blood, I will pass over you.”
  And He did!
d. Furthermore, God commanded:  “This is a day you are to commemorate [honor, remember]; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD--a lasting ordinance.”
  Though the Passover was not faithfully celebrated over the centuries,
 Jesus did perfectly follow all of God’s commands and celebrate the Passover each year!
2. What are some Key Connections between the Passover Meal Lambs and Christ, the Lamb of God? 

a. They must be males without defect:
i. Exodus 12:5 “The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect…”
ii. John the Baptizer said of Jesus:  “I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:34 NIV)  So Jesus is a male!  The writer of Hebrews wrote about Jesus:  He “has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.” (Heb. 4:15 NIV)  So Jesus is without defect!
b. They must be slaughtered at twilight:
i. Exodus 12:6 “…slaughter them at twilight.”
ii. Shortly after 3:00 in the afternoon is when Jesus gave up His life.  This is how one Bible commentator explained Jesus’ death being at twilight:  “According to the rabbinical idea, the time when the sun began to descend, from 3 to 5 o’clock, was the first evening, and sunset the second; so that ‘between the two evenings’ [or twilight] was from 3 to 6 o’clock.”

iii. Twilight was also the time of the evening sacrifice:  “Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight.” (Exodus 29:39 NIV)
c. Do not break any of the bones:
i. Exodus 12:46 “Do not break any of the bones.”
ii. Regarding Jesus, the Bible says:  “But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.” (John 19:33 NIV)
d. The blood must be used as God commanded:
i. Exodus 12:7 “…take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs.”   13 …when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.”
ii. Jesus said:  “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:54 NIV)  The Bible says in 1 John:  “…the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7 NIV)  Jesus’ blood saves!
3. How is Christ the Ultimate Passover Lamb? 
a. John the Baptizer called Jesus:  “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)  As the blood of lambs in Moses’ day saved physical lives, so the blood of Jesus saves eternally – He is the Ultimate Passover Lamb!
b. During the Passover meal on Holy Thursday, the Bible says:  “Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is my body.’  Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,… ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many…’”
  The old Passover Meal focused on a lamb; the new Passover Meal focuses on Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who gave His body and blood to save us from our sins!  Holy Communion is the new Passover celebration!
Conclusion:  Jesus is the Ultimate Passover Lamb!  Through Him we are saved!  And all God’s people said:  Amen!
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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