“God is Urging Us to Pay Careful Attention”
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18th Sunday after Pentecost, 17th after Trinity – 2009

Saturday, October 3 ( 5:00   (   Sunday, October 4 ( 8:15 & 10:45 
Sermon Theme: God wants our attention so He can keep us from drifting away!  I urge you to listen!
Introduction:  Dear friends in Christ, we all communicate with others:

· Sometimes what we say is not very important ( “Let’s get some ice cream.” or “It’s cold today.”
· But sometimes we communicate things of great importance ( “Don’t play by the road!” or “Choose your friends wisely!” or “Repent and believe the good news!”
Ignoring the first information is no big deal, but ignoring the second could lead to (injury, (jail, (death, or (worse!

Today’s sermon is God – through His Word – communicating things of great importance to us.  Since they are so important, He is urging us to pay careful attention!
1. NIV Hebrews 2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.
a. What have we heard?  That question takes us back to Hebrews chapter 1, where it is recorded that Jesus is:
i. The radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being.
ii. God’s very Son, sustaining all things by his powerful word.
iii. The One who purified us from our sins.
iv. Much superior to and worshiped by the angels.
v. At God’s right hand in heaven, enthroned forever.
b. What does it mean to drift away, literally drift past?  Think about a ship with only sails trying to enter the harbor of heaven; if the captain does not pay careful attention to the winds, sadly he will miss the harbor.  We could also miss heaven, unless we pay careful attention to God’s Holy Word!
2. 2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?  
a. Angels and the giving of the law:  “Angels participated in the giving of the law [Deut. 33:2],… the employment of angels indicates that the law was far inferior to the NT gospel of salvation (Lenski, 65)” which was given by God’s very Son!
b. Every violation was punished:  Though the law was inferior, “every transgression and refusal to hear received just payment in full…” (Lenski, 65)  Since that was so, how much more should we be careful to listen to the gospel?
c. The point is not rejection but neglect:  “how shall we escape if we ignore…”  Most are not openly rejecting the gospel – not even our many inactive church members [They refuse to say:  Remove me!]; however, among all people, I’m afraid that many are ignoring God’s (call and (challenge to be new in Christ!
d. The salvation is great:  Think of the greatness of Jesus as mentioned earlier from Hebrews 1; HE is the One who: (set aside His glory, (limited Himself to a human body, (bore the excruciating pain of the cross, and (endured our eternal punishment, so that through Him we could have eternal life!
3. 3b This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 
a. God regarding Jesus:  NIV Deuteronomy 18:18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account.  So let’s carefully listen to Jesus!
b. God thru prophets and Jesus:  NIV Hebrews 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets…, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...  Those words are very important!
c. Jesus to the apostles:  NIV Matthew 28:19 …go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…, 20 and teaching them...  So they listened and went!  Now, having received Christ as our Savior, we are called to live and share the good news!
4. 4 God also testified to [this salvation] by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
a. Through Jesus, who said:  NIV John 10:25 The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me…
b. Through the apostles, as recorded in Acts:  NIV 19:11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.
c. Through the gifts of the Spirit:  NAS 1 Corinthians 12:8 For to one is given the word of wisdom…, and to another the word of knowledge…; 9 to another faith…, and to another gifts of healing…
Conclusion:  God’s salvation – His rescue of us and all from sin, death, and hell – is certainly great.  Nevertheless, many ignore, thus drift past God’s open invitation in Christ!  That has happened to many but God does not want it to happen to US; therefore, He is challenging us to pay careful attention to His Word – not merely hearing it or reading it, but (understanding it, (living it, and (sharing it!
When we pay careful attention, God will reveal the meaning of His Word and save us in Christ; then, (filled with the Spirit and (motivated by the Gospel, God will show that we belong to Him as He enables us to live and share His Word!  Amen!
This Week’s Memory Verse:  NIV Hebrews 2:1 “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
Please share them with your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers!
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