“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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Based on the Lyrics of TLH 262 and LSB 656, which are based on Psalm 46
Reformation Day – Observed – 2009 

Saturday, October 24 at 5:00 ( Sunday, October 25 at 8:15 & 10:45
Sermon Theme: All Lutherans have sung:  “A Mighty Fortress…”  But have you ever thought carefully about the words?  May God bless us today as we focus on the words of that famous hymn written by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 480 years ago!
Introduction:  Dear friends, today is our annual celebration of the Reformation – the work done by the almighty God nearly 500 years ago, through Martin Luther and others, to return us to the precious truth of the Bible!  And what is that precious truth?  We are saved by faith, not by works!  (Rom. 3:28; etc)
Martin Luther was born in 1483, in Germany, into a Roman Catholic family.  He eventually became a monk (1505), then a priest (1507), then a teacher at Wittenberg (1508), and a doctor of theology (1512).  For years Martin Luther did his best to DO GOOD – hoping to earn favor with God and a place in heaven!
Then, one day, as Dr. Luther studied the Bible in preparation to teach at Wittenberg, God opened his eyes to the finished work of Christ and the fact that we are saved by faith, not by works!  (Rom. 1:17)  That revelation REFORMED HIS LIFE (2 Cor. 5:17) AND moved Martin to try to REFORM THE CHURCH!  A key reformation event is Martin Luther nailing his 95 theses to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church on Oct. 31, 1517.  That event eventually led to Martin being excommunicated and declared an outlaw – he courageously risked his life to proclaim God’s Word of truth for the benefit of many!
Eventually, Martin returned to Wittenberg, married Katie, and continued to write, teach, and preach that we are saved by faith!  He also communicated that precious truth through his many hymns, including:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” which he wrote in 1529 and is the focus on this sermon.  It’s based on these words, which are today’s memory verse:
NIV Psalm 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”
  Let’s (understand and (benefit from these famous words:
1. Stanza 1, Part a:  God, our Mighty Fortress, is our Helper in every need!
a. A mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon – Life in this sinful world can be very difficult, so God is with us to protect us!  The Bible says:  “…he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.” (Proverbs 30:5 NIV)
b. He helps us free from every need That hath us now o'ertaken – Our needs can seem to overtake us, but God is there to free us from every need by fulfilling every need (not every want).  See Philippians 4:19
2. Stanza 1, Part b:  The devil, our great enemy, is more powerful than everyone on earth! 
a. The old evil Foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; On Earth is not his equal. 
b. The devil is our super clever and very powerful enemy who has one goal:  To separate us from our Savior and bring us with him to eternal punishment!
3. Stanza 2, Part a:  We are helpless against the devil!  With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected – Do you remember last week’s sermon?  We are helpless, thus we can do naught – in other words, nothing – to save ourselves or win over the devil.
4. Stanza 2, Part b:  God has sent His Son to fight the devil on our behalf!
a. But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.  God, in great love for us, to assure our victory over the devil, chose His very own Son to put on flesh and blood and wage war with the devil unto death – even death on a cross – for our salvation!
b. Ask ye, Who is this?  Jesus Christ it is.  Of Sabaoth Lord, And there's none other God; He holds the field forever.  The Bible describes Jesus Christ with these words:  “He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.” (1 Tim. 3:16 NIV)  He is the winner forever – and we also win through our faith in Him! (1 Cor. 15:57)
5. Stanza 3, Part a:  We no longer fear the forces of evil! Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us.  We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpower us.  St. Paul wrote:  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:38-39 NAS)
6. Stanza 3, Part b:  At God’s Word the devil must flee!  This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none, He's judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.  The world’s prince is the great serpent, who deceived Adam & Eve and brought sin and death to everyone, BUT on the cross Jesus crushed His head and finished him off!  See James 4:7
7. Stanza 4, Part a:  Many still ignore God’s Word!           The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; – M.L. explained the third commandment:  “We should…so that we do despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” The Word is Christ and life eternal, SO LET US NEVER IGNORE IT!
8. Stanza 4, Part b:  God is with us to bless us!  He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.  Paul wrote:  “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31 NIV)
9. Stanza 4, Part c:  We may lose the things of this life, but we still have the life to come!  And take they our life, Goods, fame, child and wife, Let these all be gone, They yet have nothing won; The Kingdom ours remaineth.  May this life always appear dim in comparison to the life to come!  Paul wrote:  “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Rom. 8:18 NAS)
Conclusion:  Both now and throughout the year, let us always trust alone in the Triune God – our Mighty Fortress!  Amen!
Interesting “Mighty Fortress” Information:  The hymn (is included in the Catholic Book of Worship, (was the theme for the TV series Davey and Goliath, (is sometimes Ned Flanders door bell chime in The Simpsons TV series, and (is the theme music for the Lutheran Hour.
This and other sermons are available on Bethlehem’s website: www.blc7500.com
